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On motion by the Honorary Minister, de-
bate adjourned,

BILL—TOWN PLANNING AND DE-
VELOPMENT ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Dehate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. 8. W, PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [6.9] : T have made some inquiries
sbout the Bill and find its essential purpose
is to prevent abuses in the future. One or
two cases have oceurred where the principal
Act has been circumvented, T support the
second reading.

Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time,

In Committee,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported withont amendment and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 6.11 p.m.

———————_——
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (3).
METROPOLITAN MILK ACT,

As to Compensation Funds.

Mr. McLARTY asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, What is the amount of
money now credited to the Producers’ Com-

pensation Fund under the Metropolitan Milk

Act? 2, What interest has acerued? 3,
What is the total amount standing to the
credit of the Retailers’ Compensation Fund?
4, Have any payments been made from
either funds for compensation purposes? §,
How is the money invested, and what
amount tfrom each fund?

The MINISTER replied: 1, To the 31st
Angust, 1943—£11,819 158s. 10d. 2, £1,723
15s. 3, The amount standing to the
eredit of the Milk Vendors’ Compensation
Fund at the 31st August was £16,354 18s. 14.
4, No. 5, In Australian Commonwealth
Stock, from the Dairymen’s Compensation
Fund, £11,100 18s. 0d.; the Milk Vendors'
Compensation Fund, £15,151 10s,

PETROL SUPPLIES, GREAT
SOUTHERN.

Asg to Charges,

Mr, WATTS asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: With reference to the tramsport of
petrol from a southern port to the lower
Great Southern, does the Railway Depart-
ment receive freight charges for the trans-
port from that port to places on the lower
Great Southern equivalent to the freight
which would be received for the longer trans-
port from Fremantle, or is the petrol carried
by the rallways at the normal freight for the
actual distance covered?

The MINISTER replied: The petrol 1s
carried by the railways at the norma)] freight
for the actual distanee covered.

DAYLIGHT SAVING.
As to Correspondence with Commonwealth.

Mr. WATTS (without notice) asked the
Premier: 1, Was the decision of both
Houses of the State Parliament re daylight
saving conveyed to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment? Tf so, was a reply received? 3,
If so, wil] he Jay the correspondence on the
Table of the House? 4, Does the Govern-
ment intend to make any protest to the Com-
monwealth in respect of the decision to re-
commence daylight saving in this State as
reported in the Press?

The PREMIER replied: The hon. member
gave me a copy of the questions he hag asked
and my replies are as follows: 1, 2, and 8,
Yes. 4, This has already been done. With
regard to the correspondence I have had a
copy made and will lay it on the Table.
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BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Albany Cemeteries.
2, Road Closure.
Iniroduced by the Minister for Landa.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

THE PREMIER [4.37]: I move—

That during the remainder of the session
the Standirg Orders be suspended so far as to
enable Bills appearing among the Orders of
the Day to be passed through their remaining
atages in one day, and all messages from the
Legislative Council to be taken into considera-
tion on the same day they are received.
This is the nsual motion moved towards the
cend of the session for the purpose of expe-
diting the business of the House. Members
are aware that there is a motion on the nofice
paper in the name of the member for Irwin-
Moore recommending the Lieut.-Governor to
issue a warrant for a general election for
the Legislative Assembly. Neither the Gov-
ernment nor members on either side of the
House, so far as I can learn, have expressed
any opposition to the motion. The pro-
longation of Parlinment was undertaken for
a specific purpose. That purpose has now
been fulfilled, and we are in honour bhound
to hold an election at a reasonably early
date. The tentative date was fixed at the
27th November.

Hon. N. Keenan: Is that a Saturday?

The PREMIER: Yes. However, under
the provisions of the Municipal Corporations
Aet elections for municipal ecorporation
vacaneies have to take place on the last
Saturday of November. The Government
thought it would be quite unwise to hold elce-
tions for the Legislalive Assembly cn the
same date as municipal eleetions were to be
beld, and cousequently the 27th November
was discarded as the date for the parlia-
mentary elections. The date now fixed is a
week earlier, namely, the 20th November.
Tt is desived to give as much time as possible
Letween the date of tha cleciions and the
closing date of nominations so that all ar-
rangements ¢&n be made for postal voting,
soldiers’ votes, ete. The date selected will
provide the maximum allowed by the Aect
of 30 days. Nominations will close on the
21st October, and that will antomatically
close the rells on the 30th September.

Mr. Seward: They are only just out!

The PREMIER : Sometimes the rolls are
not out when an ciection takes place, How-
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ever, the best has been done with regard to
the rolls on this oceasion, and hon. members
have been supplied with copies. They were
told that electiong were to be held and no-
body ean be violently surprised at the in-
formation I have given, The only surprise
that might be expressed is that the elections
were not held earlier!

Hon. N. Ke¢enan: Members have not been
supplied with copies of the electoral roll. 1
have not had one, although I have applied
for it.

The PREMIER: The hon. member has
reccived a roll but he may not have obtained
the latest one.

Hon. N. Kcenan: I can get the 1941 roll.

Mpr. Fox: I have not had one.

Several members: Nor have L

The PREMIER: The very hest possible
has been done in regard to supplying mem-
bers with copies of the roll. The Electoral
Department is very helpful, and if a mem-
ber wants to obtain any infermation—

8r. SPEAKER: I would point out to the
Premier that this bas nothing to do with the
motion. It is all right, I suppose, for the
Premier to make a statement on the matter,
but it has nothing to do with the motion.

The PREMIER: That is the reason for
the motion, Mr. Speaker, and therefore 1
thought my vemarks were apropos, How-
ever, T have completed what I wish to say
n that vegard. As to the motion itself, no
great difficulty should he experienced in deal-
ing with the business on the notice paper
during the next three weeks, particularly if
the House should deem it necessary to sit
on Yridnys. Little contentious matter re-
mains to be dealt with and, apart from the
Loan Estimates and the Loan Bill, practic-
ally all the business to be placed before Par-
liament this scssion is already on the notice
paper. The consideration given to private
members’ husiness has been very generous,
and we even sat late in order to reach de-
eis:ons on matters bronght forward by them.

Mr. Thorn: We will be interested in legis-
Iation from now on,

The PREMIER : I do not know that there
will he much that the hon. member need be
very eoncerned about, except to see that the
legislation brought forward is in proper
form and order. Seven or eight of the Bills
this session have heen continuanee measures
and as such have been merely formal. In
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view of the dates chosen in commection with
ihe election, members will desire to terminate
the session as early as possible. They will
no doubt support the mofion and alse any
subsequent motions that may be necessary to
facilitate the transaction of the business of
the session,

MR. WATTS (Iatanning): I have no
objection to the motion submitted by the
Premier who was good enough to tell me
yesterday afierncon that he had this move in
mind. I regard the motion as reasonable
enough, for it is one to which we have be-
come accustomed late in each session and I
have certainly no objection te raise to it.
I am rather interested in the Premier’s state-
ment as to the definite selection of the dates
in connection with the eleetion. When I
realise the legisiation that still appears ou
the notice paper of the respective Houses,
and appreciate that that legislation includes
one or twe most important Bills, among
whiech T would specify the one which has
reference to votes for members of the Forces,
it seems to me it will be necessary for this
House to rise, if the Premier’s stated inten-
tions are to be carried ovf, not later than
about the first week in October.

The Premier: Oh, no.

Mr. WATTS: Three weeks from now
would take us to the 14th Qectober and, in
view of what the Premier has said, I am
Just wondering what is in his mind regard-
ing the passage of the Bill to which I have
already nlluded as one in which I teke con-
siderable interest. While I was not alto-
gether satisfied with the terms in which it
left this Chamber, I said at the time that
I way desirous that members of the Forces
who had been resident in my electorate at the
time of their enlistment, should be afforded
an oprortunity to vote—as far as was prac-
ticuble. When he replies I think the Pre-
mier should say what is in his mind regard-
ing the passage of that Bill so that we shall
have some certainty regarding the matter,
and that that legislation will not be in suveh
a gtate of flux when Parliament adjourns
that eleetoral officers and members them-
selves will hardly have become acquainted
with its terms nlmost on the eve of the elee-
tion eampaign. The House is entitled to some
assurance on that point. We cannot say
what the position will be, and the Premier
is better able to judge when that Bill can be
passed and regarded as a statute, so a5 to
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enable members to get to work to ensure that
the votes of members of the Forces may be
recorded in what they consider will be the
right direction.

As to the legislation that remeins on
the notice papers of both Houses, much
of it will hardly be given proper considera-
tion and perhaps the Premicr bas in
mind withdrawing some of the Bills, If
that is so, seeing that it is mostiy Govern-
ment legislation, I shall have no particular
ohjection to that course. But I think that
we should have some reasonable assurance
as ta where we stand and what we shall have
to do in the limited time at ow disposal.
However, in view of the interjection by the
member for Nedlands a few minutes ago, I
may regard myself as one of the fortunate
in that I was supplied with a copy of the re-
printed roll for my electorate a couple of
weeks ago. On the other hand, the member
for Nedlands whose roll would probahly be
twice the size of the Katamning voll, iz not
in that happy position. When I was speak-
ing on the Electoral {War Time) Bill I
made reference ta various difficulties of
members regarding enrolments,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
her 15 not entitled to say what he said on
anather Bill.

Mr. WATTS: I am not quoting what I
said, but merely mentioning the difficulties
that members would experience and here is
e of them, the memher for Nedlands not
having been able to seccure a copy of his
roll.  That is & matter that should reecive
early consideration. IDloubtless the member
for Nedlands will put forward his views on
this subject, but I think we are all entitled
to ask that even-handed justiee shall be
meted ont {o all members in the matter of
rolls hefore the election takes place.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) : I do not
desire to raise any ohjection to the motion,
but T eonfess, although I am not prepared to
cover the ground that the Premier traversed,
that some of the matters dealt with by him
as well as the Bills on the notice paper re-
quire careful consideration. At the end of
this month the rolls will be closed and that
is most imporiant. In my own case, I have
made strenuous efforts to get a copy of my
roll, but I have been told—I have accepted
the explanation as being doubtless quite
correct—that the fault is not that of the
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Electoral Department, but of the Govern-
ment Printing Office. I have been told that
there is no prospect of getting a copy of the
roll this week.

Mr. Needham: Both the Electoral Depart-
ment and the Government Printing Office are
short-staffed.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I have no doubt that
is the explanation. The fact remains that
it will be some time before the rell is in
my possession so that any errors in it may
be discovered and corrections made.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Has there not been
any canvass made in your electoraie?

Hon. N, KEENAN: Noj; not that I am
aware of. I do not propose to canvass my
electorate.

Mr. Doney:
vassed ¥

Hon. N. KEENAN: T eannot say. 1 pre-
sume it bas. But there are omissions from
the roll, and also erroneons insertions on it.
T reported the name of a certain deeeased
lady in order that it might be removed from
the roll, and I informed the department that
her sister was taking her place. What was
the resnlt? When the roll eame out, the
dead person’s name was still on it and her
sister’s name was not. Obviously when the
rolls come out there will be a considerable
number of mistakes in them, as well as
omissions which should not have occurred.
But we have no time to correct the position,
except one or two days. Appetently the
view is that because the obligation is on the
clector to have his name on the roll, the
roll will be in order. We know perfectly
wel] that it will not be. I do not know that
I am entitled to make any further comment,
I must say I admire the attitude the Speaker
has adopted on this motion. With these few
observations, which I hope are not entirely
out of order, I do not propose to offer any
opposition to the motion.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) : Will the Pre-
mier inform the House when he expects to
get the business concluded, so that membecs
may get out into their electorates?

But has it not been can-

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly): The Premier
has displayed, in my opinion, something/ like
indecent haste in putting the business before
the House in the way he has done. T have
sent out some of my rolls today, and they
will not be delivered until Saturday, so that
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there can be nho possibility of receiving a
reply before Saturday of next week. At
that date it will not be possible to get names
on the roll. The position is all very well
for members who bave little pocket-hand.
kerchief electorates in the city. That people
should have only till next Saturday to get
on the roll amounts to a scandal.

The Premier: They have had three years
to get on the roll.

Mr. SEWARD: That is all very well
There has been no expression of opinion in
favour of rushing through the husiness and
bolding an election in November,

THE PREMIER (in reply) The member
for Claremont asked me a question and then
went out; so I do not know whether to reply
to it. The electors have been spoon-fed for
years and years in the matter of enrolment.
They have got away from their statutory ob-
ligation to place their names on the Toll be-
cause eandidates have taken the trouble to
get people on the roll. People not on the
roll have broken the law. In order to assist
whera it ean be conveniently done, the Elec-
toral Department, bheing anxious to have up-
te-date rolls, has done its utmost, though
there is no obligation on either the depart-
ment or the Government or anybody else to
have up-to-date rolls.

Mr. Doney: Why does the Premier take
this partienlar oeeasion?

The PREMIER: The hon. member knows
that as regards the prolongation of Parlia-
ment thete was a great deal of criticism.
Tt was said that Parliament was extending
its life and hanging on to office. However,
both Houses of this Parliament on two ocea-
sions held that the unusual positon justified
an unusual procedure, and were prepared to
accept the responsibility. But when we have
no less a person than the Prime Minis-
ister of Britain saying, this week, that Aus-
tralia is practically safe, there is no reason
for further prolongation of the tife of Par.
liament.

Mzr. Doney: Not by another week?

The PREMIER: Fortuitous circumstances
arose. The Commonwealth Parliament was
subject to an election, and as we did all the
work for the Commonwealth in regard to
rolls the time of our Government Printing
Office which would have been oceupied in
getting our rolls up-to-date, was giver to
the Commonwealth rolls. Instead of work-
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ing to supply members with copies of State
rolls two or three weeks ago, the Govern-
ment Printing Office was occupied right up
to its neck with Federal business; and the
Government Printer cannot in existing cir-
camstances get additional manpower for his
work. I have told the Government Printer
not to worry too mueh about “Hansard”
hut to get the rolls out. However, there is a
vegulation that printers must not work more
thap 56 hours per weck, and that maximum
is being worked. Tt is impossible to get
a linotype operator, because ne linotype
operators are left to be engaged.

Mr. Sampson: Nov any tradesmen!

The PREMIER: That applics to trades-
men of all deseriptions. Ii is almost im-
possible to get surplus men to do this
work connected with the rolls. The
(iovernment has not connived at the eir-
cumstances. The circumstances are there.
Moreover, when the motion of the member
for Irwin-Moore was adopted, most mem-
hers  thought that a  decision would he
reached and an election held promptiy.

Mr. Berry: Some members displayed a
special alacrity!

The PREMIER:, The Government
assented to the motion of the member for
[vwin-Moore, and everybody nssented to
the desire of the Government to have an
election ns early as possible.  We agreed
with the motion of the member for Irwin-
AMoore and thought it perfectly right, and
cverything has been done in order to suit
the convenience of the people. As regards
the member for Nedlands and his com-
plaint  concerning  canvassers, in  large
country towns sueh as XKatanning, Narro-
oin and Merredin for example, a canvass
has been made hy the department in order
to assist people to get on the roll.

AMr. Doney: Not in my electorate. How-
ever, that is not the fault of the Electoral
Department.

The PREMIER : In the electorate of the
member for Nedlands a canvass was made
departmentally and the voll reetified to a
oreat extent. No-one ean say that any
el s perfeet on the day of nomination or
ol clection; there will be some omissions,
but these things are to be expected. I
wonld not expect more than two per ecent.
or three per cent. of crror. Every endea-
vour has been made by the department to
put the rolls in order.
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In view of all the circumstances T do uot
think Parlinment is justified in extending
itg life longer than is absolutely necessary.
We have not acted with indecent haste. This
matter has been brought before the House,
but o deeision has not been reached on the
recent motion.  Were that motion earried
in its present form, I have no doubt His
Execellency ihe Lieut.-Governor would con-
sider himself in duty bound to take the
necessary steps immediately, With the
objret of avoiding a rush eleelion, we put
whatever business we could on the notice
paper so that it could be dealt with
promptly. Parliament huas been sitting
almost continuously now for {we years. In
that period it has not had a break of more
than two or three months. I think Par-
liament sat two or three times during the
emergency period dealing with civil defence
and other urgent matiers. Thig year we
sat until May disenssing the Commonwealth
Powers Hill.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the Premier is
introdueing new matter into his reply,

Mr. North: The Premicr has not an-
swered my question.

The PREMIER: I answered the hom.
member’s question while he was out of the
Chamber.

My, Watts: T asked yon what you thought
of the Bleetoral (Wayr Time) Bill

The PREMIER: That was given pre-
ference on the notice paper in this House.
When it reached the Legislative Council it
was placed first on the notice paper on each
oceasion  possible.  The Chief Secretary
cannot refuse adjournments, bul every
expedition has been given to it. This
Chambey occupied four or five sittings in
dealing with the measure and I do not think
the Couneil will take longer. The provi-
sions of the Bill are well known.  When
we were closing the last session of Parlia-
ment, T went out of mny way to exhort mem-
bers to give consideration to this legisla-
tion. 1 told them that possibly an elee-
tion would be held during the year and that
the Government intended to bring down a
Bill to give the soldiers a vote. I asked
members to pive consideration to the mat-
ter, so that when the Bill was brought
down they would have their minds made up
upon it.

Mr. Watts: Only one side can maoke up
its mind!
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The PREMIER: That ig so. I do not
think I bave missed any other matter in my
reply. From my long experience of Par-
liament, I know that very often, within
three weeks of the close of the session, the
notice paper has been burdened with much
matter of a highly controversial nature, yei
the House has finished its Jabours within the
three weeks. I gee no reason why we can-
not do so on this oceasion, if there is a
genuine desire to proceed with the business.
Members can scarcely say there is anything
of a highly controversial nature at present
on ihe notice paper. Should it become
necessary, I should have no hesitation in
asking members to sit on PFridays, so that
we can get through the business.

Mr. Sampson: And, if necessary, on Sat-
urdays,

The PREMIER: I hardly think that will
be necessary.

Motion put and passed.

BILLE (3)—THIRD READING.

1, Workers’ Homes Act Amendment,

2, Fremantle Municipal Tramways and
Electric Lighting Act Amendment.

3, Wood Distillation and Charcoal Iron
and Steel Industry.

Transmitted to the Couneil.

BILL—INCREASE OF RENT (WAR RE-
STRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Second reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR [5.7]:
in moving the second reading said: This is
a fairly shorf Bill. It contains only four
proposals, each of which of course involves
an amendment of the principel Act. The
first proposal is-te bring under control the
rents of furnished houses and furnished
rooms. Under the principal Aet such places
are not under control in respect of the
amount of rent or hire chargeable for the
furniture. This means that a landlord who
lets a house with furniture in it belonging
to him is resfricted as to the rent he may
charge for the house, but not as to the rent
he may charge for the hire of the furniture.
Many instances have been brought under the
noties of the Government of landlords hav-
ing charged extortionate rent or hire for the
furniture contained in a house or in a room
where the furniture has been the property of
the landlord. It has therefore become neces-
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sary, in view of those many complaints madc
to the Government, to seek to amend the Act
in a suitable manner so that the rent or hire
to be charged for furniture in a house or
room may be brought under the control of
the law and the courts of the State.

The Bill contains a provision making it
an offence for the landlord to refuse to let
a house to a prospective tenant with child-
ren where such children would oceupy the
house with the prospective tenant. Mem-
bers are aware that for many years some
landlords—fortunately not many—have
refused to let premises to tenanis with
children. This attitude on the part of
those landlords is considered to be most
unjust, as it has a tendency to discourage
the right type of family, that is, the
family in which there are several children.
1t is not diffienlt to realise the unfortunate
position in which a man and his wife are
placed if, because they have four or five
or more children, the landlord refuses to
let a house to them and they are left with-
out accommodation. The provision in the
Bill on this point asims at overcoming the
difficulty by making it an offence for a
landlord to refuse to let a house to a
person on the ground that children, as well
as adults, would occupy the premises.

The Bill also provides for a tenant,
other than the first tenant, to be legally
entitled to apply for the declaration of a
fair rent. Under the Act the standard rent
is the rent which was charged on the 3lst
August, 1939, The Act pgives the tenant
who was then in oceupation the legal
right to apply to a court for the fixation of
a fair rent. If, however, the tenant in
oceupation on the 31st August, 1939, does
not take advantage of the right, no tenant
who subsequently ocenpies the house has
any right whatever to make an appliea-
tion for the declaration of a fair rent.
Many cases are known where the first
tenant, for reasons best known to him-
self, has not made such an application.
Subsequent tenants, however, have desired
to obtain a declaration of a fair rent; but
because the Aet gives that right only to
the tenant who was in occupation on the
31st Aungust, 1939, the subsequent tenant
has been denied the opportunity of obtain-
ing a fair rent declaration. This Bill pro-
vides that n snbsequent tenant shall have
the legal right to seek the declaration of
a fair rent if the previons tenant did not
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take advantage of his legal right.

The fourth, and last, propesal in the
Bill makes it possfile for a terant to
obtain a statutory declaration from the
landlord as to the standard rent being
charged on the 31st August, 1939. This
is neeessary because many tenants have
not been able to ascertain the standard
vent being charged at that date. They
liave applied for the information but have
not heen able to obtain it. It is consid-
ered that where the landlord, or his agent,
fias refused to supply information ve-
garding the standard rent, the standard
rent has been departed from and a higher
rent, as u vesult, is heing charged. In
those circumstances it has heen diffienit
for the tenant to take any aetion fo obtain
the proteetion which the Aet aims to give
io every tenani. The Bill, therefore, pro-
poses that a tenant may get from a land-
lord a statutory declaration in which
there shall be set out the standard rent
being charged for any premises at the
Jlst August, 1939. Those are the propo-
xuls eontained in the Bill. They are clear
and capable of heing easily understood.
T think the measure will commend itself
to members. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On wmotion by Mr. Seward, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—MINE WORKERS' RELIEF
ACT AMENDMENT.

In Commitlee.

Resumed from the 16th September. Mr.
Withers in the Chair; the Minister for Mines
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 5—New section:

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was re-
ported on Clause 3 to which the member
for Murchison had moved an amendment
I strike out the word ‘‘shall’’ and insert
in lieu the word ““may’’ in line 12 of Sab-
seetion {1) of proposed new Section 49A.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As I
stated the other night, thiz is an impor-
tant clavse. Since then I have had the
opportunity to discuss the whole question
with the Mine Workers' Relief Board
which will be responsible for financing the
scheme. It is partienlarly anxious to give
the experiment—if I may term it such—
a trial. Tor that reason I will agree to

v
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the deletion of the weord ‘‘shall’’ with the
object of inserting other words. As a
resnult of this amendment, 2 number of
further amendments appearing on the
notice paper wili have to bhe made.

Amendment  (to strike out the word
“shall”) pnpt and passed.

My, MARSHALL: I wish to move the
amendment appearing on the notiee paper
in the Minister’s name. I move an amend-
ment—

That the words ‘“may be requested by the
Minister’® be inserted in licu of the word
strock out.

Amendment put and passed.
On motions by the Minister for Mines,
clause further amended—

By inserting after the word ¢‘prohibition””
in line 8 of Subsection (1) of proposed new
Section 40A, the word “‘to’’;

By inserting in line 11 of Subsection (1)
of proposed new Section 49A, after the word
“worker’’ the words ‘‘if he accedes to such
request’’;

By striking out Subsection (2) of proposed
new Section 49A;

By inserting after the figure ¢ (3}'’ in line
1 of Subsection (3) of proposed new See-
tion 49A the letter ““(a)?*’;

By inserting after the word ‘‘charges’’ in
line 1 of paragraph (a) of Subsection (3) of
proposed new Clanse 49A, the words f‘as may
be preseribed from time to time and are’’;

By striking out the words ‘“as may from time
to time he preseribed’” in lines 3 and 4 of
paragraph (a) of Subsection (3) of propesed
new Seetion 49A, and inserting the words
‘‘whe snbmits te treatment and continues
under the same until he ia cured or is dis-
charged therefrom by the Minister’? in lieu.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I now
wish to have g new paragraph included. T
meve an amendment—

That in proposed new Subsection {3) a new
paragraph be inscrted as follows:—

(h) Where a mine worker refuscs or fails
to continue under treatment to which
he has submitted until he is cured or
discharged therefrom by the Minister
paragraph (a) of this subsection shall
not apply and any expenses or charges
already paid in relation to such treat-
ment may be reeoverable by the board
from the mine worker as a debt.

When a man eleets to submit himself for
examination, we expect him to continue with
the treatment.  This paragraph provides
that if he undergoes treatment for, say,
three years and then stops, the amount al-
ready expended would be recovernble,

Amendment put and passed,
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Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know whether
ay interpretation of paragraph (b) of pro-
posed new Subsection (4) is correct. The
Alinister will probably explain the view held
by himself and the department. We raust
read paragraph (a) of this subsection with
paragraph (b) in order to understand what
it aetually means. The subsection provides
that it 2 man eleets to go back into the
mining industry and does eontinue to work
on, in or about a mine—with certain reser.
vations that we all know—and is ultimately
found, uwpon examination, to be suffering
trom tuberculosis, he will be able to go back
on to the fund and enjoy the benefits from
the point where he lefi off. The Minister
nupst understand that if on examination a
man is found to be suffering from tuber-
culosis, plus silicosis, after having refurned
to the industry, he would have a claim under
the Third Schedule of the Workers’ Com-
pensation Aet because he had contracted an
industrial disease—not tuberculosis, but sili-
cosis. That man having been admitted to
the mining industry would have the right to
claim £750 nnder the Third Schedule of the
Workers’ Compensation Act. But that is not
the point that is worrying me. I would not
care if he got £1,500 compensation! Even
then he would bhe getting no more than he
deserved. This is the point about which I
am agitated. If a man did not elect to re-
turn to the industry, but accepted employ-
ment clsewhere, he wonld not he examined
every year or two years as would the men
who returned fo the industry.

The Minister for Mincs: Such a man need
not be exemined at all.

Mr. MARSHALL: Eventually he might
find that he was suffering from a reeurrence
of tuberculosis and seek re-cxamination, IE
this revenled tuberenlosis with some degreo
of silicosis, he would not be entitled to auy
compensation. Silicosis would not be a
recognised disease in the indusiry in which
he was working, and he could not claim to
resume his compensation payments where
he had left off. If he had tubereulosis
only, he could resnme the benefits where he
left off, but not so if he had silicosis. The
Alinister said that 4.7 por cent. of the men
examined were eases of tuberculosis only.
Consequently, only a small number of men
will be eoncerned. No harm will be done
if the referance to silicosis is struck out,
but harm might be done if it is retained.
T mové an amendment—
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That in line 3 of paragraph (b) of the pre-
posed new scction 49A (4) the words '‘with-
out gilicosis’’ be struck out.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Mine Workers' Relief Act deals with men
sulfering from tuberculosis without silicosis.
It a man has silicosis, he comes under the
Workers’ Compensation Act. IHow, there-
fore, eun we introduce silicosis by an
amending Bill if it is not recognised in the
principal Aet? It is possible but very jm-
probable that a man would be treated
for tuberculosis under this measure if he
had an indication of silicosis. All that this
Bill provides for are cases of tubereulosis
without silicosis, and medical advice is that
it 1s not worth while worrying about men
suffering from tuberculosis with silicosis,
whether it is silicosis early or advanced, A
man treated for tuberculosis under this mea-
sure and discharged as cured would not
have any sign of silicosis. The proposed
new section deals only with a man who has
been enred. A man who returned to the in-
dustry would be examined every six months
hecause of the fast that he was still work-
ing amongst silica. If he entered another
industry, be need not be examined at all.
If he was examined and was found to be
suffering from tubereulosis, he would ecome
under this provision. If he had silicosis
algo, he would not eome under it.

Mr. P. €. L. Smith: What would happen
then?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: What
happens now? If a man suffering from
tuberculosis entered another industry and
clected to continue bis contributions to the
Mine Workers’ Relief Fund, he would be
entitled to come under the fond again if
anything went wrong.

Myr. TRTAT: I appreciate the points
made by the member for Murchison as
well as those of the Minister. Suppose a
miner suffering from tuberculosis receives
from the fund £600, is totally cured and
leaves the industry. He might continue to
work in a mining town, and there is con-
elusive proof that people living in the viein-
ity of mines may contraet early silicosis.
The wife of a mine manager at Meekatharra
was examined and found to be suffering
from carly silicosis, and she had never been
down a mine, Suppose £150 of the bene-
fits duc to the man remained in the fund
and he was found to be suffering from sili-
easis! T1f he, on leaving the industry, took
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employment with a storekeeper or cement
works and developed early silicosis, he
would not reeceive compensation. Probably
cases of this sort would seldom occur, but
there is substance in the argument of the
member for Murchison.

Mr. MARSHALL: There are many indus-
trtes in which silicosis can be contracted,
but they do not ¢ome under the Third
Schedule of the Workers’ Compensation Act.
Industries sueh as mining, cutting, guarry-
ing, stone cutting and crushing are the only
ones in which men working and econtracting
gilicosis can get compensation under that Act.
The paragraph says that if &8 man secures a
certificate that be is free from T.B., and elects
to leave the industry, he then leaves behind
in the fund a certain sum of money. Under
the paragraph the Minister says to some
ex-miner, “We regret to say that your legal
rights have finished. Although you would
be entitled to a further payment from the
fund, plus your legal right to the lower
rate of benefit afterwards, because you have
contracted silicosis you forfeit those rights
and get no more” The Minister shonld
give the matter further consideration, and
the paragraph should be re-drafted along
sounder lines. If a man elects to leave the
mining industry as provided for in para-
graph (a) and he is ultimately found to have
a recurrence of T.B., and he has been em-
ployed in an industry in which compensation
for silicosis is not permitted nnder the Third
Schedule of the Aect, he should have a right
to the benefits that are provided for him
under the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund, and
he should be able to enjoy those rights just as
does the man who elects to remain in the
industry. I do not desire that the man who
may have a right to many hundreds of
pounds and eompensation or benefits for
s lifetime he eut out of those things.
The Minisier has been generous up to a
point, and T have no desire to tantalise him
or to be obstruetive. 1 want every man
who hasg contracted this dreadful complaint
and leaves the industry, to be on the same
footing if he has & recurrenee as would be
the man who remained in the industry.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This Bill
has been before the House for some three
weeks and I have no intention of postponing
it any further. It is heyond my power to
introduce an amendment of the kind sug-
gested by the hon. member. The position
up to the present is that the man who is
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found to be suffering from T.B. whilst in
the mining industry will, if the Bill passes,
have the opticn of being treated in the way
that is being provided. The member for
Murchison has forgotten that as soon as a
man leaves the mining industry he can con-
tinue his contributions to the Mine Workers’
Relief Fund. Should he then contract
silicosis he can eome back on the fund. If
it has taken three years to cure him, he
would have drawn a certain amount under
the Workers’ Compensation Act. If he
elects to contribute to the fund all the time
be is away from the industry, and so in-
sure himself, and is subsequently affected
with the disease, he will come under the Mine
Workers’ Relief Fund for the rest of his
life. Does the hon. member eontest that
argument ¥

Mr. Marshall: I do.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The posi-
tion is as I have stated.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: The man who con-
tinued his payments would be a beneficiary
and the other would not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: A man
may make himself entitled to become a bene-
ficiary. 1t is impossible for me to do what
the member for Murchison wishes. If the
Bill is lost, it will be just too bad for those
men who are prepared to come under it.

Mr. LEAHY: I should like to see the
Bill passed, for I look upon it as a step in
the right dircetion. There is a slight mis-
take in the stalement made by the Minijster.
He said that a man having heen treated for
T.B. eould leave the mining industry and
yet confinne to contribute towards the Mine
Workers' Relief Fund, and that if be then
developed silicosis he could be brought nnder
the fund. That is not correct, A man may
have heen notified that he is suffering from
early silicosis. If he then desires to leave the
indnstry, under Section 50 he can give three
months’ notice of his intention to do so. He
ean still contribute his 9d. per week to the
fund, and if at any time after examination
he develops advanced silicosis, he can come
back on the fund and receive all the bene-
fits therefrom. We should do all we can to
help these miners, even if there are a few
shortcomings in the legislation that is
brought down for their benefit.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am pleased the mem-
ber for Hannans has made the statement he
did. This Bill does not provide for any
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payments under the Act, and does not pro-
vide for contributions to the fund. All those
things are covered by the parent Act. The
Minister by this Bill in effect says to a man,
“You are now free from T.B.; you can
please yourself whether you continue in the
industry or go out of it. If you go out
of it, you go outside the pale of the parent
Act; you would not be eutitled to make any
further contribution to the fund because
you are ne longer a mine-worker within the
meaning of the Act.” The Minister was
correct in his first statement that if a miner
was eligible to pay his 9d. a week to the
fund he would be entitled to receive the
benefits derived therefrom until he had ab-

sorbed the £750 under the Workers’ Com-.

pensation Act. This Act does not deal
with industrial diseases but only with tuber-
culosis, and the contribution paid by the
miner is for benefits after the £750 has
been obsorbed. Should any ivouble arise
in the future—I hope it never does—1I shall
have the satisfaction of knowing that I
have done all that is humanly possible. If
this goes throngh as worded, a man will for-
feit his legal rights to compensation once
he accepts a certificate stating that he is
free from the disease. If he is not further
ireated and goes on, he gets all the bene-
fits. If he takes a risk, is examined, gets his
certificate, and goes out of the industry and
contracts T.B. plus silicosis, he forfeits all
legal rights to further compensation whether
in 2 lump sum or under the mine workers’
relief regunlations.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clavse, as previously amended, put and
passed.

Clauses 6, 7, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the
report adopted.

BILL—LOTTERIES (CONTROL)
ACT AMENDMENT.

Reeeived from the
first time.

Council and read a

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1943-44,
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resnmed from the 21st September
<on the Treasurer’s Financial Statement and
on the Annoal Estimates, Mr. Marshall in
the Chair.

Vote—Legislative Council, £2,012:
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MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [6.5]: It 1s
not unlikely that, this being the oceasion of
wny first speech to the House, memories witl
be revived in the minds of all members.
While there may be many move speeches
there can of course, for me, be only one first
speech, Bearing in mind the statement of the
Premicr whieh drew attention to the faet that
an election will be held before very long, per-
haps we ean say with considerable feeling
that we hope—and in any cvent it is so tn
my case—that there will be many more
apeechoes! I darczay the Treasurer has
every right to feel pleased with the result
of the finaneial operations of the State for
the past 12 months, particularly as the
present happens to be the third eonsecutive
surplus that has been achieved. But I am
nelined to be a little unorthodox, perkaps,
in considering that we show a tendeney to
mesmerise ourselves with figuyes.

I say quite frankly that I am more con-
cerned with the physical facts and realities
of life than with the figures and ac-
counts that are presented to us from time
to time. In that respeet I feel that this
period of war has taught all of us some
lessons. One is that Bnancial vestrietions
seem, in the main, to have gone completely
by the board and if it is required that cer-
tain things be undertaken those things arve
undertaken in the national interest. If that
eonception of the duties and responsibilities
devolving upon parliamentary representa-
tives generally is borne in mind there may,
in the future be less suffering and fewer
inequalities than are prevalent at the pre-
sent time. T appreciate that it is presump-
taous for one who is not only a new member
but is also young in years to lecture to those
who have had considerable experience not
only of public life but of civil affairs gence-
ally. However, I believe that youth has a
purpose to serve, that youth has a message
to give and that a new and more energetic
appraach to the questions confronting this
couniry is inevitable and essential, This
terrible eonfliet in which we are engaged
symbolises, in reality, the death-rattle of the
old order and the birth pangs of the new.
In other words, democracy is on trial and,
such being the ease and we being the cus-
todians of this democratic system under
which we live, there is a responsibility and
a duty to which we must all respond. I
hope that during my term in this Chamber
—be it short or long—it will he possible
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to advance the cause of the younger gener-
ation in order that they might be provided
with some of the things that even those of
us who are younger had unfortunately to
do without in our time.

The all-important guestions affecting the
people concern the basic requirements of
food, elothing and shelter. But I believe
that modern civilisation, given a tremendous
impetus by the oncoming of the war, has
demonstrated to all thinking people that,
by and large, the more difficult problems of
production have been resolved and that,
whereas previously the whole of our en-
deavours and cnergies of necessity had to
be concentrated and trained on the problem
of finding sufficient of what I eall the basic
requirements of modern life, those require-
ments c¢an by comparison now be produced
with the greatest faeility. I feel, therefore,
that the time is rapidly approaching and
if is a time for which we should make pre-
paration now, even to the extent of passing
legislation at the moment whiek will be-
come effcctive at the conclusion of this eon-
flict—when greater attention ean be given
to other avenues than those of the mere
providing of basie necessities. Surely we are
not planted on this earth for the purpose
merely of working! Surely it is intended
that work should be merely the means of pro-
viding ourselves with a reasonable subsist-
ence in order that we might be able to live!
1t is my helief that the foundations should
be laid, particularly with the younger genera-
tion, so that perhaps for the first time people
in the mass will eventnally have an oppor-
tunity really to live and enjoy life, to realise
their potentialities and generally embark
upon some of the cultures and sciences that
the modern world has Lo offer.

I consider that education is the very basis
of democracy. My definition of demoeracy is
government by an enlightened people. There
is, therefore, a need for a sound basic edu-
ealion of our people. Provision should be
made for vocalional teaining and guidance
with a view to fitting the citizens of tomor-
row to perform the services that are re-
quired of them. In addition to that, they
should be trained to make their minds re-
ceptive and to desire to learn all they can
and to pursue further their earlier studies
so that in after years they may be able to
enjoy some of the benefits modern eivilisa-
tion has to offer. 1 soggest that with re-
gard to the subjects that are taught in the
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schools, there is room for a considerable im-
provement. I venture several guggestions in
that regard. From my own experience I
can say that there is far too much cram-
ming in the earlier years of omne’s school
lLife,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GRAHAM: There was a tendency
for the wnmnature mind to be asked lto
grapple with mare than it is eapable of do-
ing. It was only after a considerable period,
and at the expense of a considerable amount
of energy, that I was ahle to grasp the
fundamentals of what was being taught. In
later years, when my mind was more mature,
that became a comparatively simple matter.
This is likely to tura a child’s mind against
the very things that educationists believe to
he necessary, In my own case—and I sup-
pose I could not give a Detier example be-
cause I know it best—the works of Shakes-
peare and the other classical writers were to
be avoided like the plagre. They were en-
tively beyond my coneception and apprecia-
tion. For many years that had the cffect
of making me desire to read anything and
everything so long as I could keep away from
the classical text-books placed before me.

In the earlier period of school life a
greater attempt should be made to teach the
child to learn ag it plays—Dbuilding up from
the kindergarten idea. Quite a number of
subjects taught in sehools today serve very
little purpose. We might take, for instance,
Latin, Latin roots and chemistry. Certainly
it sonunds as if one reallv knows something
when, instead of saying, “sulphuric acid”
one uses the chemieal symbol of H,S0,. but
we shonld ask ourselves how many of the
average children attending school make any
practieal use of sueh knowledge. If we
could get away from the present tendency to
prepare every child, even in his or her
tender years, as though we were going to
make that ehild a school-teacher to be em-
ployed under our present education system,
and make our chief aim and object the better
equipment of a child to play a useful part in
the ecommunity, we would be doing some-
thing far more advantageous. We should
alse attempt to give him a thirst for know-
ledge and an appreciation of the arts and
sciences that civilisation has made possible.
Economics, in a very elementary way, might
be submitted to the school child.
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I believe that children should know some-
thing about our living standards, and what
our basiec wage ecaters for and means. They
should be given a grounding in civies so as
to be able to understand the general set-up
of our constitutional organisations and
democratie funetions generally, Some atten-
tien should be given te instructing the child
—and this is very neccessary hecause, after
all, it is the basis of our democracy—how to
mark a ballot paper. It should also be taught
the difference between the State and Com-
monwealth Governments, and the respee-
tive rules of the two Chambers where a bi-
enmeral system of government exists. These
things should be put in such a form that
even a youthful mind could assimilate and
follow them. The children eould eonduct
ballots und elections in order to equip thent-
selves for the time when they will he ealled
upon to exercise the franchise. Our sehoals
should pay greater attention to such ques-
tions as health, personal hygienc and sex
matters.

Some members might advanee the argu-
ment that sex matters should be the respen-
sibility of the pavents, but we must remem-
bher that in a great percontage of eases
parents have neither the necessary know-
ledge nor the correct approach to explain
in simple understandable language the com-
plexities of this problem which, if neglected,
can, as we know, have such terrible reper-
cussions upon the health and welfare of the
community generally. There is onc subject
which should, above all others, be ineluded in
the eurrienlum of all schools, not only in
the Commonwealth, but in every country of
the world. Together with the other
students I learned English and. T alse
learned a language, whicli happened to
he French. Todav it should be an in-
dispensable part of the edueation of cvery
child that he should learn in addition to his
nother-tongue, an international language.
I suggest that instend of a elass of 50
students in a partienlar sehool taking cither
Freneh or Latin, we in Australia should
endeavour to lead the way by adopting what
has some common aeceptance—an inter-
national language, Esperanto. With modern
facilities for travel and with the necessity
for leaders of different countries to assemble
at conference tables, some tongue, common
to all, is indispensable to modern life,

With regard to health and physical fitness,
it is to me a matter for regret that there is
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a tendeney to associate movements for secur-
ing physical fitness with preparations for
another war. The greatest attention seems
to be given to building up the physique
of the communuity ostensibly on the pre-
mises that the youth of the country must be
made physically fit in order that we might
draw on their numbers to fill the gaps it
our Fighting Services. Indisputably, t}le
wealth of any land is the capacity Oflltii
people to apply themselves to devFlcr.lalng
the resources of fheir country, and it is of
paramount importanee to our or.dinary
normal procedure that the population of
this country should be built up to a high
level. T do not argue from any belief that
war is inevitable and will for ever reeur.
Of course, it is necessary from the point of
view of defence to have o fit and healthy
population.

1 believe that after the termination of the
present terrible conflict, which has shown
that war is no longer confined to the battr
fronts but comes definitely to all alike on
the home front, wiser counsels will prevail
than Litherto and reforms will go further
than the conference table and will have
greater ramifications—that is on economio
basis—and the roob cause of international
conflicts will he removed. My appreach to
the question is that, for the betterment of
this eountry and for its pence-time pursuits,
we must necessarily have a fit and healthy
community. 1 suggest, therefore, that we
might tearn from the faets attending the
present confliet. If we can take from the or-
dinary cconomic make-up under which we
live hundreds of thounsands of our fittest
and most able men for interminable periods—
may be for months or may be for years—
for war serviee, snrely when peace returns
it should he possible to draw upon the
vouths and send them fo camps or estab-
lishments, not for extended periods but for
several wevks, and provide them with every
facility for enjoying physieal reercation
and for cultivating a healthy mental out-
look.

If it s possible to construct military es-
tablishments for the training of our youth
while fighting continues and the strongest
efforts have to be exerted to hold the enemy
at hay and drive him back whence he came,
it should be possible—and not only possible
but also easier—when all these men and
women have been released from the Fight-
ing Servieces to provide swimming pools,
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gymnasia, holiday camps, playing fields
and other facilities necessary to build up
the physical well-being of our people. If
it is possible to place weapons in the hands
of our hoys, why shonld it not be possible
when the conflict is over to provide sport-
ing equipment for them-—ericket bats, ten-
nig raequets, ete.? This may sound fantas-
tie, but when the war has shown that so
many of our fittest and most capable youths
ean be withdrawn for the Fighting Services,
sirely when hostilities cease provision could
he made for them to engage In peace-time
pursunits in such a form as will build up the
physique of our people generally!

Mr. North: Perhaps the will is lacking
in pence-time.

Mr. GRAHAM: We might learn some-
thing from our friend the enemy, Hitler. He
instituted a rather wonderful scheme to de-
velop the physien] fitness of the young people
of Germany. Unfortunately it was turned
to evil purposes, but there is no question
that the youths of Germany, in the main,
learnt to take a pride in their bodies and
an intevest in their physical fitness. Apro-
pos of this, a great deal of time and dis-
cussion have been expended on the snbject
of 8.P. hetting. I believe that if we could
inculeate in the minds of our youth a pride
in their own physicel fitness, it would be
reflected in their mental and moral outlook,
and instead of spending Saturday afternoons
in dark, dirty and dingy S.P. shops, often
behind closed doors, they would bhe pround
of themselves and would prefer to be on
the playing fields, not in tens of thonsands
behind the pickets watehing 20 or 30 play-
ers indulging in a game, but themselves
participating in healthy sport. This might
be a positive approach to the question. If
we could embark upon a policy somewhat
along the lines I have suggested, it would
follow that there wonld be a tremendous
saving to the community in respect of medi-
cal officers, nurses and hospitalisation and,
so far as indusiry is concerned, absenieeism
would be a mueh lesser factor than it is at
present,

Provision has been made up to a point
for the erection of new public offices in
Perth, The land has been acquired and
plans have been drawn. As an ex-civil ser-
vant, I cannot too strongly emphasise the
grave necessity that exists for a central
block of Government offices, but I suggest
that before the work is embarked upon, be-
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fore allocations are made in the building to
house the various departments, and before
nartitions are built and other facilities in-
stalled peeuliar to the different types of
work performed, some consideration might
be given to a re-organisation of the Public
Serviee.

May I indieate one direetion in which T
believe distinet savings could be effected
and general efficiency improved.  Round
about now, it seems to me, is the appro-
priate time for making sueh a suggestion,
because there is a shortage of manpower,
and if the suggestion were adopted, there
wonld not be the troubles of unemployment
ot the difficulty of finding other occupations
for those who might be displaced. Every-
body knows that Government departments,
Federal and State alike, are crying out in
vain for expericnced officers to assist in the
very many new departments rendered nec-
essary by the cxigencies of the war. The
example I have te give relates to the pro-
duction of maps and plans. At present
military plang are founded on a certain
projection.  The basic plan—if I can call
it sach in Western Australin—is that of the
Thepartment of Lands and Surveys, which
is founded on another projection. Aecord-
ingly, when time presses as it did shout 18
menths ago, when circumstances were most
acute, it was & difficult problem to correlate
information from one set of plang with the
information on another set, in order to
make them eonform.  That is a Federal
department s against a State department.

At the present moment we have the spec-
tacle of a set of plans being produced by
the Department of Lands and Sorveyes and
another get of plans heing produced by the
Forests Department, on surveys carried out
more or less independently. Surveys
effected by the Railway Department are on
a slightly different basis from those effected
by the Public Works Department and the
Main Roads Board; and there are other
surveys undertaken by private contract,
namely the plans in the Land Titles Office.
It has cceurred to me that there is necessity
for a central survey organisation respon-
sible for all surveys, on a common basis,
required by Government departments, whe-
ther Federal or State. At present, I may
add the Department of Lands and Sur-
veys will not recognise the surveys of, for
instanece, the Forests Department.  And
the same remarks apply to many surveys
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carried out by the Main Roads Department.
Following that, there are other departments
having their own survey branches.  This
necessarily produces duplication and over-
lapping.  The matter could be gone into
at greater length; but perhaps I have said
sufficient to indicate in one respect what
possibly could be repeated in many, that
with a system of co-ordination and a gen-
eral investigation into Public Service prae-
tice in this Stato, far more competent
methods eould be arrived at than exist now;
and I suggest the present time is appropri-
ate before new publie offices are proceeded
with.

I wish to couclude on the note that it is
necessary for all parties in all the parlia-
mentary institutions of this country of ours
o bring their minds from the prejudices of
the past and to realise that an entircly new
conception ig necessary in order to approach
the problems of tomorrow, which will be
far greater in magnitude than those of the
past if we endeavour to apply patches to a
wholly outmoded system. I hold that our
task and responsibility, as responsible lead-
ers of the people today, is to do our utmost to
build better for -our chbildren and for those
who are to come after them. Bot we must
forget our prejudices and our persenal inter-
ests, and must at all times realise this fact
perhaps above all others, that if we, in
spite of all the promises that have been
made of better things to come, allow the
proples of this and other countries to be
betrayed—I know that I am using a very
strong word—there may be repercussions
that arc not pleasant to contemplate.

Just as in Germany after the last war it
did not require much of a tip of the scales
to turn a swing to the left into a swing
towards the right, I feel from my knowledge
af the people, limited though it may be, that
there is d very definite and earnest desire
that those things should be attained in the
years to come which for far too long have
beenr denied to the people of this country,
If we fail in this critical hour, when, if I
may end upon the note on which I started,
demoeracy is on its trial, then instead of
this ecountry of ours beeoming the nation
that we all hope for, if we allow things to
slip back to the old ways and follies, history
will regard us in terms most unkindly.

MR, NORTH (Claremont): I am sure it
is a great honour to follow our new mem-

ber and to be the first to congratulate him
upon his cxeellent exposition of his views.
This afternoon the Premicr announced, very
importantly, that we are to have an eleec-
tion on the 20th November, a Saturday. At
the vame time we are in the throes of the
Fourth Vietory War Loan; and I feel that
it is going to be a very bad example to set
to the people of Western Australia if the
various parties spend so lavishly on fighting
the clection as they have donme in the past.
The three Leaders in this House, together
with perhaps one of the Independents—
whom e might get to join the Party-—
might meet and decide that it is possible
to dispense wilh a great deal of the eleetion
work that is customary and, instead, put
the money into the Fourth Vietory War
Loan. That would be a good patriotic ges-
ture, and T submit that in the long run it
might save a lot of money all round. For,
after all, there are very good returns from
our war loans. That, in my opinion, is a
point desirable o be considered. In the
past a great deal of money has been
spent on such things as hoardings. This
money could be applied to the purpose I
have suggested with advantage to all parties
coneerned.

My second point has reference to some
remarks made by the member for West
Pertk. We are at the moment diseussing
the Budget, which is very much aftected
by the policy of the Grants Commission, If
we arc to continue the system of State Par-
liaments, this State should not be en-
couraged to think of itself as being the
child of riech parents, a child full of en-
thusiasm and possessed of talent, whose
parents could say to it, “Just loaf around
the town. We will give you n remittance.
We wiil make a remittanee man of you, Do
rot develop your talents or improve your
position in life.” That is the attitude of
the Grants Commission to this State. As
was suggested by the member for West
Perth and has heen suggested by other mem-
hers, we could well use the brains and ahility
of the members of the Grants Commission,
who might be sapported by two or three
other men, preferably with engineering
knowledge. These men could tour the State,
aseertain  where improvements ecould be
effected and thus help to build up the wealth
of our State, instead of allowing us to re-
main practically in a condition of stagna-
tion. I shall not dwell further on this
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point, because it was so well stressed the
other night by the memher for West Perth,

My third point is to declare myself on
the political outlook. The recent landslide
hus cansed an exceedingly unfair reaction to
the outlook of Opposition members. It is
not altogether correct to say that only one-
half of Anunstralia believes in a better order.
To illustrate my point, I shall quote from
an article published in the “Worker.” It
reads—

Australin wants no more poverty amid plenty,

aml it has done with governments that act
upon the prineiple that adequate food, shelter,
clothing, comfort, and security for all means
national disaster.
That statement is one which I imagine no
eandidate on the hustings would dare to re-
pudiate, No eandidate today would dare to
say he did not believe that a eountry counld
not sapply these simple requisites to its
people without going bankrupt. Any ecan-
didate who did so would deserve to losc his
deposit. I admit quite frankly that during
the economie revolution of the past 12 or
15 years there was in some quarters a policy
of despair; a few men to be sacked herc and
the wages of other men to be clipped there.
Many industrialists thought that was the
way to progress in the world; their slogan
was, “Buy in the cheapest market and sell
in the dearest.” Any party which in these
days of 1943 used such arguments would
not be a party that would gain my adher-
enee, Any candidate who would dare to
deny such fundamental rights to the worker
would, to my mind, be entirely out of date.
It may have been true at one time that pros-
perity eould not be attained. Under our
svgtem as it operated before this war, it
was quife impossible for the whole com-
munity to he emploved without the risk of
mflation, which would have been hrought
ahout hy rising prices.

Every few years we had the spectacle of
international interests in eontrol pulling
down priecs. People in those days were
honest in their helief that full employment
and prosperity would result in rising prices
and eventnally in a crash. We heard people
at that time saying, “This improvement is
artificial; this prosperity is unreal; there
will be a erash” The statement contained
in the quotation which T read is true, and
cvery party would be jostified in making it.
Nespite the war, prices in Great Britain have
risen onlv hv one per cent. in 24 months.
Prices there, in Canada and in Anstralia
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are pegged at earlier fignres. That poliey
iz not common to apy one party. Any can-
Jdidate who docs not advoeate it is, in my
opinion, deserving of losing his deposit. I
therefore hope that when the platforms of
the varions parties ave made public, we shall
see Llhis very sensible statement as the
common ground of all parties. I shall
not deal further at this juncture with
this maiter, as I am anxious to see
what the platforms will turn out to be
What is the basis of the statement which

I quoted ¥ Ave we all able to say truly
that after the war there will be full
cmployment? With the tremendous

strides made by science and the improved
machinery now available, one man can to-
day do as muech work as four men did 25
years ago. That is the basis on which we
ean build a sound policy.

The only other point with which I wish
to feal relates to the numher of members
of DParliament this State should have.
Throughout the years I have had the
lhonour of representing a constituency in
this Chamber, there has heen a continuous
attack on members of Parliament. It is
snid that there are too many members,
that there is not encugh for them to do
ond that the number should be eut down
drastically. One form of propaganda to-
day is that there should be only one Par-
liament for Australia, that at Canberra.
The implication is that State Parliaments
are a burden avound the necks of the
1eaple of Australia, that they are ecostly
and that the members are not even neees-
sarily employed. The first illusion on that
score that I wish to shatter is that State
members have no work to do. In faci, they
are doing much of the work which con-
cerns Federzl members. So we today are
doing probably two-thirds of their work
and everybody knows it is the ordinary
bread-and-butter, rough-and-ready work
in the community that it keeps it going.
The hiz high-lights are much rarer, and
not of so much significance in the long
run.

Some people do not even know the name
of their Federal member! For several
vears—indeed, cover since he has heen
Prime Minister—I have had the pleasure of
doing work for the member of Fremantle,
Mr. Curtin. It has been & privilege to do
that work for him and I know that simi-
Iar work has heen done for other Federal
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members by members of this Parliament,
Work is being done that it is proposed
should be done from Canberra, If that is
hreught about, I think the electors will
receive a great shock when they find that
iheir voiee and their messenger have left
them. However, the people must decide
whether we are to have only a central
Government. It is their will that will pre-
vail if there is a referendum. If a cen-
trul Uovernment takes complete eontrol, I
huve some interesting figures to indicate
what size it ought to be. By an extra-
ordinary coincidence I was fortunate
cnough to come aeross some information
regarding the House of Commons. I
found that in the reign of James I, when
the population was under 3,000,000, the
House of Commons had 500 members.
Wiih a population of 7,000,000 people,
Australia today has a total of only 450
members of Parliament in the popular
Chamber, so we are represented in Parlia-
ment to a much lesser degree than were
the people of England in the time of
James I,

Mr. Watts: And we have much more to
do.

Mr. NORTH: We have an area the size
of Evrope to handle, whereas the Parlia-
mentarians of the time of James I. bhad
only a little island to consider. I admit
thut the Press has since come into exist-
ence, and that by means of literature and
in other ways it is possible to ventilate
public opinion to a wmuch greater extent
than was possible in the time of King
James. But the figures I have quoted indi-
cate that a mmech bigger Parliament in
Canherra will be nceessary if the State
Parliaments are wiped out. On those
fizures there would need to be a DParlia-
ment of at least 300 members in the lower
House, and that would lead to difficulties
that will readily oceur to this Committee.
For instance, there would be no oppor-
tunity for most members to speak. How
aould an Assembly of 300 members voice
their views to the Speaker? It is almost
impossible, when there are more than 60
or 70 members of Parliament, for all to
speak. For those reasons, I feel there is
n lot to bhe said for the examination of
the idea of maintaining a centra)l Parlia-
ment—perhaps enlarged, to some extent,
perhaps doubled—with properly organised
orwers, while still leaving the develop-

.in the electorate he represents.
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mental work which lies before us to the
various State Parliaments, partienlary so
far as Western Australia is eoncerned.

1 jeei that we can take an example from
the Old Country—the Mother of Parlia-
ments—which has shown us theat there is
plenty of work for us to do as we sre
today, and that we are not redundant, as
people have heen taught over the past ten or
12 years to think. It is well within the
capacity of this country to finance its
existing members of Parliament. It has
been shown that the cost of Parliament is
muen less than £0,500,000 o vear, out of
a nationnl ineome of £1,000,000,000. It
cunnot be said fhat ous Mariinments nre
redundant. But thers should be a careful
readjustment of power, a matter to which
attention has alrcady heen given in this
House. Amongsl other things, we have
difficulty over educational problems, and
the educational voie will have to be
Jurgely supplemented by the Common-
wealth Government in the future.

MPE. NEEDHAM (Perth): Like the mem-
her for Claremont, T desire to compliment
my colleague, the member for East Perth,
on his very eloquent address on the ocea-
sion of his maiden speech. That speech in-
dicated that he will be a decided aequisition
to the dehating powers of this Assembly. T
listened very attenttively to the speech
delivered by the Treasurer on the Estimates
and the subsequent remarks by the Leader
of the Opposition. I notice that the Leader
of the Opposition established two records.
The first was in delivering the policy speech
of his party in Parliament instead of from
the hustings in the eonstituency he repre-
sonts,

The Minister for Mines: He was practis-
ing on us!

Mr. NEEDHAM :: Whether that is a good
precedent to ostablish I do not know. Hith-
erto it has heen the censtom for the leader
of a party—whether of the Government or
the Opposition—to deliver his policy speech
It is true
that the present Prime Minister of Austra-
lia departed from that practice to an extent
by delivering the policy speech of the Fede-
ral Labour Party from Canberra, the capi-
tal of Australia.

The Premier: That was delivered over

the air.
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Mr. NEEDHAM: But the Leader of the
Oppasition has broken new ground and has
established a precedent by delivering his
policy speech in Parliament, During that
speech, he contended that the Labour Go-
vernment of this State had done nothing to
jusiify its cxistenec in the 10V5 years it
bad been in charge of the destinies of West-
ern Australia. He disparaged all it had done
and told us very calmly and quietly that
if his party had a chance to go on to the
Treasury bench, it would do a lot of things
this Government had failed to do. The
hon. gentleman forgot to tell this Com-
mittee that the party to which he belongs has
had more years of governmental control in
this State than has the Labour Party, If he
zoes buck to the first year of responsible gov-
ernment, 1890, and views the circumstances
prevailing up il today, he will find that
the Labour Party has had fewer years of
governmental eontrol than has the party to
which he belongs. He also forgot to tell
this Committee that every time his party
has been on the Treasury bench it has been
in full and ecomplete power, whercas the
Labour Party has never been in complete
power bat simply in office. His party has
had the support not only of another branch
of this Legislature but has had alse the
strong and full support of a eapitalistic
Press,  On the other hand, the present Go-
vernment, during the 10v% years it has been
on the Treasury beneh, has had to meet the
opposition of the Press and the determined
opposition of another branch of this Legis-
Iature, T might also remind the Leader of
the Opposition of another very salient point
eoncerning the last 10% years about which
he talks so much, Two of those years were
depression vears. The Labour Government
took over from the National Government in
1933 in the midst of the depression. It had
first of all to clear up the mess left by its
rredecessors in office.

Mr. Mann: You are talking a lot of rot!

Mr. McDonald: I think this is a poliey
speech.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I am talking a lot of -

truth. The Collier Government, when it eame
into office, had to clear up the mess left by
tts predecessors. For another four vears
out of iis total term of office it had, like
other Governments in Australia, to carry
on during the war. If the hon. member will
appreciate these two incontrovertible facts,

he will realise that there have really been
only about four years during which the
Labour Government of this State has had
an opportunity to put its policy into opera-
tion. [f the member for Beverley considers
that I am speaking rot, then he will have
an opportunity before the debate is closed
to disprove my statements. It may be
thought that only the workers—that is the
members of the trade unions—have benefited
from the legislation enacted during the last
1014 years. It is true that they have bene-
fited as a result of it, but the peepla repre-
sented by the member for Beverley have
also benefited. Before he leaves the Chamber
I would remind him that one of his collea-
gues on the bench at the back of him stated
on one occasion that the best friend the
farmers in Western Australia ever had was
the Labour Government led by Hom. P.
Collier and followed by the present Pre-
mier. The hon. member’s colleague to whom
I refer is the member for Avon. I place the
member for Avon in the witness box to
prove the statement I have made, which the
member for Beverley eonsiders to he rot.

In reply to the statement by the member
for Katanning that the Lahour Government
has not done much, I say that the wonder is
that it has done what it has, The member
for West Perth, in the course of his usual
eloquent remarks, referred to the matter of
uniform taxation. He mentioned the neces-
sity for an alteration in the method of taxa-
tion and suggested that it might he as well
to go into the matter of “pay-as-you-go”
taxation. The time is more than ripe for the
consideration of that suggestion, The mem-
ber for Claremont is also in favour of that
idea. T think it is a necessary reform, but
T ean visualise the position of many people
who would find themsclves out of employ-
ment and therefore without income but still
compelled to pay the tax under the assessment
raiged on the income enrned during the pre-
vious vear when they were earning a salary
or wages. While I realise the virtnes of
this “pay-as-you-go"” system, I ean appreeci-
ate that it would mean a loss of revenue,
buot that position must be faced. When
speaking on this matter on another ocea-
sion, T was told that the present method of
tax collection would permit of the establish-
ing of a e¢redit by the end of the financial
year to build up eventually a sum of money
so that any person out of work would have
a credit. For instance, if in March of next
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year I hod completed the payment of my
inecame tax and then allowed the deductions
to go on until June, I would establish the
nuelens of a credit to meet a time when I
might be out of employment and would have
to pay the previous year's tax. 1 would
have to be paying a long time before I
could establish a sofficient credit to meet
that tax! It is time that we requested the
Commonwealth Goverminent to follow the
good example of Great Britain and, 1 think,
New Zealand, and go into the question of
introduecing this system.

My, North: The United States of America
has adopted it too.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I also want to refer to
the matter of tariffs, If the war in which
we are at present engaged has tanght us any
lesson at all it is the necessity to hrenk down
tariff barriers between nations. 1 speak as
one who, all along, has been an advocate of
protective tariffs to foster Australian indus-
tries, but I realise, since we have been fight-
ing this war, that we will have to revise
that iden with & view to seeing that there
will be free interchange of goods hetween
nations. With that freedom of exchange we
will be able to establish a better good-will
and probably lay the foundations of a last-
ing peace when this terrible struggle is
brought to an end. Anpother subject to
which we shall have to pay attention
is that of immigration. After all, no
policy of the Australian Labour Party
has been so much misrepresented as
its attitnde towards immigration. Time
and again we have been told that we
are against immigration. That is wrong.
The Labour Party was never opposed to
immigration. It always recognised and will
continne to recognise that a eountry such
as Awustralin—a vast territory rich in mine-
rals and rich in many other ways—eannot
be held unless it is populated. But Lahour
always contended that there should be a
planned scheme of immigration—

Mr, Sampson: You are beginning to see
the light,

Mr. NEEDHAM: — not an indiserim-
inate system such as was inaugurated in
this State in 1923. It is of no use to bring
people here from distant countries if they
are immediately to compete with our own
people on the labour market. If a planned
scheme of immigration was necessary in the
past, it will be all the more necessary in
the years to come. Australia must be popu-

lated in order to develop its mnatural re-
sources, and of course we must have the
manhood to defend the country sbould un-
fortunately the tocsin of war sound again.
The native immigrant is the best immigrant
and, unless we maintain and improve our
standard of living, we will not emcourage
the native immigrant. By keeping our
standard of living at a high level, we shall
encourage young married couples to become
parents. On the question of immigration
generally, we should lose no time at all in
getting our friends of the Allied Nations
to agree to a stream of suitable people
coming to this eountiry in order to help us
develop and, if necessary, defend it.
Before long we may be discussing the
question of amending our education laws, A
proposal to raise the schoo] leaving age bas
been placed before us. In moving the mo-
tion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply, 1 referred Dlriefly to this sobject
‘When we raise the leaving age to 15 years,
we shall have to be prepared to meet a
considerable amount of cost in the way of
providing additional teachers and inereased
accommodation, but I hope we shall also be
prepared to do something for the parcnts of
children whe will be kept at school for
another year., Personally I should like to
see the leaving age raised to 16, Dealing
with the question of making it 156 years,
however, I can visualise the difficulties that
will confront many parents of children
through losing 12 months of their help and
having to maintain them for a longer period.
Truae, the child endowment scheme will help,
but something more will have to be done to
aid a father on the basic wage to meet the
expense necessary to maintain a child until
he or she begins to earn money to assist
the household expenditure. We shall have
an opportunity to discuss this matter fully
at a later stage, but I hope the cconomic
side will not he lost sight of and that some
allowance will be made to the parents of
children who have to bear the expense of
maintaining them for another year.

On the subject of education generally, 1
think it wonld be much better if the Com-
monwealth Government took charge and as-
somed the responsibility for the cost. The
outlay for edueation is a very big drain on
the revenue of the States and of this State
in particular and, sinee the introduction of
uniform taxation, we eannot expand our
cducation system in the way we would like
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and in the way that is necessary, owing to
the lack of finanee. If there is any depart-
ment that should be handed over to the Fed-
eral anthorities, I think it is education.

There is another phase of education which
was mentioned by the member for East
Perth and to which 1 would like to refer.
That is the suggestion to give sex instrue-
tion in sehools. [ think we would be
doing wrong if we provided for teaching
sex matters to children in the schools. I
regret to note that the Minister for Health
recently expressed the view that this sub-
Juet should be introdueed inte aur sehools.
This is a very delicate subjee? and there are
many phases of it. If sex matters are to
be taught in the schools, T hope that, hefore
a start is made, the Leachers will have to
undergo very siriet training to cnsure that
thev are fit to teach it.

The Minister for Mines: 1 agree with
that.

Mr. NEEDHAM: T consider that the
matter of imparfing sex edueation is one
for the parents.  In fact, I wonder whether
it is a subjeet to he taught in the school at
all. T have a statement made by a man
who is a recognised authorvity as follows—

Leslic Weatherhead, avthor of ¢ Master of
Bex?? (8.C.M. Press) comot be labelled gbscur-
antist; vet e quotes with approval Stekel’s
judgment, ‘‘Enlightenment en masse iw
achoole is n monstrous idea whose execution
would certainly start countlesa sex traumas,
ete.””  And he himself says (page 28— ‘It is
impossible for any teacher of sex faets so to
gauge the needs of individuals in the class that
he can answer the questions of some without
wounding the suseeptibilities of others.”’

So T say it would he a very dangerous ex-
peviment to start sex cducation en masse in
our schools.  The sungestion has heen made
that if ~ex instruction is imparted it will
have the elfeet of saving the future gener-
ation from the evil of venereal disease. I
have my doubts about that,  The teachers
handline this very delieate subjeet must be
well instructed in the matter, not only
from the point of view of biology,
but also from the religious aspect. He
should not only have a complete know-
ledge of biology, but should be com-
petent to deal with the veligious and spiri-
tual aspeels of the subjeet, which should
also receive attention. ¥ sincerely hope that
before anything is done in this regard, the
teachers themselves will receive instruetion
in the matter of sex psychology.  There
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has been no suggestion that those who teach
this subjeet in sehools have seientifically
studied it. Even if it were so, I should be
very chary about introdueing the subjeet;
for I consider that the proper place for this
teaching is in the home, by the parente
themselves.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan): I desire to ex-
press my appreciation of the remarks made
by ihe rccently-clected member for Hast
Perth; and 1 am sure that his dad, a very
old friend of mine, would have heen pround
if he had been present te hear what bis
boy had to say and the manner in which the
boy said it. I was indeed sorry to note
that there appears to be a deeision arrived
at in Canberra by which daylight saving is
to be re-pstablished bere. It is a reversion,
and something opposed by nearly everyone
in Western Australia, It diseourages people.
T have guestioned many persons, because I
wanted to know what was the opinion of
the people themselves. Daylight saving will
not affeci me very mueh personally; but 1
know there ave today women and men and
children who rise at 5 o’clock in orvder to
enable the workers to go to munition fac-
fories. With daylight saving another honr
will be eut off, 1 earnestly hope the I’remier
will not allow this matter to pass without
making a special effort to induce considera-
lion for the continuation of the present
method. We do not want daylight saving;
there is a widespread feeling against jt.

The Minister for Works: You have taken
a Galinp poll?

Mr, SAMPSON: Yes. I have never found
anyone who wunted daylight saving. There
is no one in this Chamber but has espressed
dishelief in it. I trust that the Premier will
be suecessful in a strong effort on his part
to ensure that daylight saving will not again
he inflieted on the people of Western Aus-
tralia.

My, North: Qur time would not elash with
ihat of the Eastern States at all.

My, SAMPSON: No. We are isolated in
relation to the Eastern States. I do not
sec why the people should have te earry
this added burden, for it is a burden, I
desire to say a few words on the importance
of primary production, It has been spoken
of on different oceasions, but there are more
than food values in the subject. Primary
production means that something is done in
a definite way to enable this State to meet
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its aecounts, I was greatly struck by some
fizures contained in Professor Hitech’s book,
“American Beonomie Strength” It is an
exeeedingly interesting publication, and I am
sure it would appeal to everyone who has
the opportunity to read it. I shall give a
few fizures, suflicient to show that not only
foes the work provide justification for ser-
jous thought, but that it indicates that
primary production is more than a matter
of providing food, These are the figures:—

In Great Britain the value of production per
person on farm work is £180 per year, ard the
value per person in factories is alse £180. Im
the United States of America the average pro-
duction per person on farm work is £187 per
year, and in factories £360 per year. In New
Zealand the average production per person om
farm work is £600 per year. In Australin the
average production per persom on farm work
js £425 per year, and in factories £180.

That gives us furiously to think, because
it does indieate that primary production is
of fitst importance so far as Australia is
coneerned. The subject is one worthy of the
closest consideration.  The prosperity we
enjoy is only apparent, It is a visionary
prosperity, a mislecading prosperity. The
net result of the position today is that
workers are cncouraged to leave the land.
We have heard on very many occasions ref-
vrenees to reconstruetion, and in passing I
would like to say that recently the Minister
for Works arranged for five addresses to be
delivered to the Road Board Conference.
The addresses dealt with world reeonstrue-
tion. They were interesting in every way,
und were helpful, and refleet great eredit
on all who took part in them, The Under
Seerctaries and other public servants gave
the Road Board Conference a wonderful set
of addresses.

When the war ends we shall find that
there is a set of problems to be faced
throughout the Commenwealth. One of the
main problems is the persistent removal of
workers from the land. That makes the
position today one full of danger. It has
heen said—and I believe there is much truth
in the statement—that city dweliers may yet
be hard pressed to obtain their daily bread.
That may be considered by members a hald
statement, but ficures do not lie and
primary production is steadily declining.
In the cities, on the other hand, the
numbers are steadily increasing; and that
is where our danger lies for, unless we
maintain primary produetion, unless we
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make it worth while for people to remain on
the land, good-bye to any hope of Western
Australia proving a progressive country!
We know, as we have known for a long
time, that the price paid for wheat has not
been sulfticient to meet the cost of produe-
ing it, and consequently farmers have been
deprived of large sums spread over a long
‘period. 'They have heen the serfs of the
community, There has been an ahsence of
efficient effort to secure for them the return
required to make life tolerable for them.

From the farmers’ standpoint the tariff
is becoming more impossible as time goes
on. It is no exaggeration to sayv that they
have been the vietims of a eonfidence triek;
they have been grossly ill-treated by reason
of the tarifi. In many respeets Anstralia,
and partienlarly Western Australia, is
better off than is the Motherland. We have
gold, fruit, wine, timber and cereals. We
are in this indeed a very fortunate pcople.
We have suitable arable land, but we should
treat our farmers fairly. We have not
taken the nccessary action to provide them
with essentials, such as adequate water sup-
plies, Our marketing system needs re-organi-
sation, Unless that ve-organisation takes
place there can he no permaneni suecess
for the farmer.

Nowadays we hear o great deal about ceil-
ing prices. What are they? It scems to me
te be a ono-way argmment. The 'price
must not go beyond a certain point; buf
is there anything to say that it shall not
go down to ground-floor or even basement
level? There is only one eontrol, and that
is the ceiling price, which must not be ex-
ceeded.  The position amounts to this:
That workers in our secondary industries
are enabled to enjoy a greater measure of
prosperity and comfort than is the worker
on the land. Why should not the latter be
cqualiy well plaged? [ am not saying that
workers in secondary industries are doing
too well. I do not say that for a moment,
but T maintain that the workers engaged in
produeing food should receive the same eon-
sideration as is extended to workers engaged
in secondary industries. If we porsist in
our present attitude our farmers will be
abandoning the land, with the result that
the country will be left in a hopeless posi-
tion,

The Minister for Mines: Why do they not
get better conditions?
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Mr. SAMPSON: On many oecasions T
have expressed the opinion that they should
he working under an Arbitration Court
award.

The Minister for Mines: Why do they not
combine and get an award?

Mr, SAMPSON: The Minister is now
speaking without full knowledge of the facts.

The Minister for Mines: T know all the
facts.

Mr. SAMPSON: [ make the statement
now-—and it is by no means the first time—
that workers on the land should receive the
same consideration as is extended to workers
in seeondary industry. I say that without
ambiguity or possihility of misunderstand-
ing. The products of the farm are greatly
in exerss of the valae of the prodnets of the
workshop or the factory, so far as Aus-
tralin is eoncerned, and thus we have real
proof of the importance of giving eonsidera-
tion to our country workers, Our primary
produets are world-famed. We have cattle,
sheep, wheat, dairy produets, gold, and
many other minerals and products, We
must not forget that the more prople we
have scttled on the land the greater will he
the oppertanities for the men engaged in
secondary industry, Hach will help to make
the life of the other better and succoss more
certain. Our standard of living would im-
prove if what I suggested were carried into
effect. Recently we have had a shortage of
vegetables. If the shortage were to hecome
worse, the position would indeed he serious.

Everyone desires to see the school-leaving
age raised, but it is no use merely express-
ing that wish. Much fundamental work will
have to he donc; we shall require more
teachers and additional buildings. We must
work actively towards that end, as it is of
no use merely to stress the importance of
edueation. I do not intend to Iabour this
point forther. T have expreszed my belief
and faith that the seeurity, the prosperity
and the future of Australia depend upon
education, and further that Western Aus-
tralia will never become a ecloscly settled
State, unless those who work on the land
are given the same consideration as is given
to city dwellers. One aspect of reconstruc-
tion about which we have not heard much
is the training of our youth. We know what
happened during the recent financial de-
pression, when hundreds of men were placed
on sustenance. That position may reeur un-
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less we take adequate steps to ensure that
our boys have the right either to learn a
trade or to be trained in farming work.
I hope we sholl never again experience a
period when men will have to be put on
sustenance. We remember what oeccurred
in those days; no work was available for
a man nntil he hod expended any money
he might have saved. We need not have
that experiencc again; we can obviate a
reeurrence of it in the future. One aspeet
of the shortage of manpower has impressed
itself unpon most homes and that is the
difficulty of obtaining firewood. It might
be said that this has nothing to deo with
the subject, hut aetually it has. Men
who go into the bush to earn a living by
cutting firewond or burning charcoal have
been treated in a filthy and disgraceful
way. There is no question about that.
They have never, as a body, received
reasonable payment for their work. No
wonder now that, when the opportunity
has come, they insist upon fair payment.
I hope they will continue to do so.

The Minister for Mines: You are a bit
late in your repentance.

My, SAMPSON: It is not a matter of
repentance; that has been my viewpoint
all my life, because I am a member of a
family the breadwinner of which had to do
this work. My dud was a woodeutter and
did not get the treatment he should have
had. No, repentance does not come to a
person whn has been so situated and has
had that experience. I bhave realised for
many years that there has been a brutal
diserimination against the man who works
in the country, whether in the bush or in
any phase of primary produetion, or in
any avenue in which he has not the pro-
tection I have urged on so many occasions
should be given him. T hope it will be
possible for a full eonsideration to be
given to this matter, and that there will
bo a full realisation that these people are
flesh of our flesh, hlood of our blaod,
peaple of our race, and members of the
great human family, and that what we
receive they should receive on the same
hasis and with the same consideration.

MR. HILL (Albany): I listened with
great interest to the Premier’s speech, and
was rather amused at the efforts of the
wember for Perth who tred to make out
that the Laboar Government since 1924
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had done a very good job. I have some
fipures here wiich show the drift in the
finapees of this State since 1924, The
population in that year was 360,000. In
1941 it was 460,000. The debt per head
in 1924 was £140 13s. 6d., and in 1941 it
was £207 5s. 9d. Taxation in the respee-
tive years amounted to £1,173,000, and
£3,127,000 or £3 5s. 1d. and £6 0s. 1d. per
head. The loan liability on our railways
amonnted to  £16.620,000 in 1924, and
£26,000,000 in 1941, and the deficit in the
respective yeara wag £30,700, and £441,000.
During the past vear there has heen no
unemployment. There has never been so
nmeh money in cireulation. Our govern-
mental aetivities were working flat out
during the year, but in spite of those
advantages the surplus totalled only
£24,000. EHven that does not toueh upon
the worst feature of government in Wes-
tern Australia. .\ few months ago I had
the very great pleasure of entertaining for
a few hours Sir Ronald and Lady Cross.
Thev had been on & trip from Geraldton
to Albany. Lady Cross turned to me and
suid, “My word, you have a verv big
State!’’ 1T said, *‘Yes, we have, hut half
of our population is in an area smaller
than the Isle of Man.”" T have here a map
of Western Aunstralia.

The Minister for Mines: What did Lady
Cross soy?

Mr. HILL: She looked at me in sur-
prise and asked me if I was sure. T told
her that half the population was concen-
trated in an area no higger than that
little speck of land in the Irish Sea. The
Minister is a member of a Government
that professes a policy of decentralisa-
tion, yet that is the position in this State.
The little red spot on this map indicates
where half our population is concentrated.
T have a friend today—I will not say
where be is. but he is not very far away
—irho is in command of a battery of
mohile 155 mm. guns. TIf he brought them
here and put them in King's Park he
would have them within range of one-half
ihe population of this State, the biggest
sclf-governing State in the world. He
would have not only half the population
of the State within range, but also a
monopoly of the shipping of this State

and all the important industries. That
is a wvery scrious matter, and I think
that one cause ihat has econtributed

741

throughout the world to the policy of
centralisation hag been the failure to keep
pace with transport.  In 1924 our Premier
became Minister for Railways, our main
transport undertaking, Execept for the
three years of the depression, he has held
that position or the officc of Premier ever
singe. I have a fow figures which show
that the total liability of our transport
undertakings in this State on the 30th June
last was £38,724,000, and their defieit last
vear wag £514,146. The total debt of this
State ig £97,000,000.

The Premier: We have some assets to
show for it, have we not?

Mr. HILL: Yes, but the whole of our
transport is in a most unsatisfactory condi-
tion.

The Premier: Aecording to you!

My, HILL: Qur Premier, in his pro-
fessed policy of decentralisation—

The Premier:
Albany.

Mr, TETLL: I will deal with Albany later
on.

The Premier: We have p freezing works
at Albany.

Mr. HILL: Yes, and we have to ship
lambs from Albany through Fremantle!
During the seven years the hon. member has
been Premier I have never once had the
privilege of introdueing him to my people
at Albany.

The Premier: Do you think I want to he
running round all over the place?

Mr. HILL: 1 think the Premier owes a
duty to alt the people of the State and not
just to the people of Geraldton.
He

We have g woollen mill at

The Minister for Mines: sent me
down.

Mr. HILL: I have here the returns sub-
mitted with the Estimates. On page 15 is
a detailed classifieation of our assets. Qur
railways showed a loss of £341,000. Our
Premier, when he was Minister for Rail-
ways, introduced the port zone system.
Onege upon a time—TI will not say when—I
was talking to a man who was probably
the leading railway man in Australia. He
said, “What is this zone system based on%”
I said, “It is based on one faetor only—rail-
way mileage”  Wge are very fortunate so
far as our railway mileage is concerned.
Not only are we fortunate in that respect,
hut our transport problem is the simplest
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of those of all the Australian States. Our
administration, however, is the worst.

Field-Marshal Smuts, one of the leading
men of the Empire, when re-organising his
Cabinet a few weeks ago, appointed a Min-
ister for Transport. All  transport ex-
perts recommend that one Minister should
he responsible for every form of transport.
I will take members for a towr to the offices
of the various Ministers who ave handling
our transport in this State.  TFirst of all
vome with me to the Supreme Court build-
mgs, and we  shall find  the Minister for
Justice, who ig alko Minister for Railways.
Last year the railways showed a loss of
£341,000, but that i not-the worst feature.
Four or five years ago I travelled with one
of our senior railway officors who told me
that 60 per eent. of our locomotives were at
the end of theiv cconomie life.

The Minister for the North-West: How
long ago?

Mr. HILL: Four or five years ago.

The Minister for the North-West: They
have been a long time eollapsing.

Mr. HILL: I wish the Minister had been
with me lnst Friday when I only took three
hours to travel from Perth to Chidlow's
Well, a distance of 30 miles!

The Ainister for Labour: Did yon walk?

Mr. HILL: No, T travelled in one of the
Western  Australian  Government’s  fivst-
class earriages,

The Premier: It took the pioneers longer
than that.

Mr. HILL: I may have, and that is the
trouble with our administration today. It
thinks in terms of the pioneers and the ad-
ministrafion ig the same today as it was 30
vears ago. The Government follows the
lead of grand-dad instead of trying to work
for future generations.

The Minister for Mines: We reckon that
Lord Forrest was a statesman, and have fol-
lowed him.

My, HILL: That is not so, The next are
the tramways. Last vear they made a profit
of £59,339. Was that profit used as the
Fremantle tramways, which are ron by
the municipality. would have used it? The
municipality paid off its loan indebtedness
with its profits, and today as a result all
profits go to the vevenue of the TFre-
mantle municipalitv. T believe they have
equivalent to a 9d. rate. The profits of
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our tramways, instead of being used to im-
prove the service, have been applied to meet
losses in other directions. The tramways
and other metropolitan systems of transport
are in a deplorable condition. I remember
some years ago when Mr. Connell, retired
Commissioner of Police, and Mrs. Con-
nell, spent an afternoon at iny home, Mr.
Connell told me he had been to Sydney and
that when he returned he said to his Min-
ister—I do not know whether the Minister
was our present Premier or the late JMr.
Seaddan—“You will have to lock gut for
motor transport. It is going to compete
with your railways and tramways.” T he-
licve the Commonwealth Grants Commission
referred to the wonderfel opportunity that
sur Government lost when it failed to use
motor transport in the metropolitan arew.
Exactly three years ago I had lunch in
Sydney Parliament House with the Minis-
ter for Transport. The whole of the met-
ropolitan transport in Sydney is under the
control of the Government, Years ago
when motor transport came into heing ounr
Government should have seized the oppor-
tunity to use it in conjunction with the
tramways.

The Minister for Labour: It would have
heen more socialisation,

Mr. HILL: The next item deals with
harbours and rivers, and here we have a
proper comic opera state of affairs! It is
interesting to read what the Commonwealth
Grants Commission has to say on the sub-
ject, In its cighth report (1941) it states
in paragraph 178—

Harbours-—~The expenditure out of loan
funds on outer harbours in Western Australia
is large and it does not appear to us that
a sufficient attempt is made to get an adequate
return from the ugers in the districts served.
If the traffic will not stand the cost, there is
no reason for expenditure on harbours unless
it is essential for the industry of the diatriet,
in which case the industry should be charged
through a specia] rate, This poliey has been
tried in other parts of Australia, and insist-
ence upon it has on occasions led the people
of a district to decide that the expenditure on
& harbour was not really necessary for their
interests. A multiplication of harbouras is un-
economie. It is true that in Western Australia
the port of Fremantle returns a large profit,
but this does not make up for the losses om
the other ports. 1In any ease the profit of
Fremantle is no excuse for an unscientific and
unco-ordinated policy of harbour development.
A large expenditurc has been made on the
Bunbury Harbour, which is only about 100
miles from Perth, and it is donbtful whether
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it has succeeded in overcoming the disadvan-
tages of the port.

The next item on this return shows the har-
bours under the heading of Harbours and
Rivers. Here is a joke! The Harbours and
Rivers Department is a branch of the Publie
Works Department so that the Minister for
Harbours and Rivers does not control or
administer our ports. The Minister for
Works is the dictator who decides whether a
port shall or shall not be developed. On one
occasion he stated in this Chamber that only
one man wanted the port of Albany de-
veloped. The fact is that thousands of people
want that port developed. I wish Mr. Chair-
man, that you could have been with me in
recent months when I have talked with naval
officers. They have asked me, “Why is this
place with its natural advantages so mne-
glected?” Today one man has eomplete
power in regard to the position and he does
not do justice to the southern end of the
State. I have here a list of the expendi-
ture on the ports sinee 1924, That list is as
follows :—

Fremantle Harbour Works( inelud-

ing bulk handling) 1, 236, 009
Geraldton Harbour Works 794, 709
Bunbury Harbour Board (inelud-

ing bulk handling) .. 318, 166
Albany Harbour Works 131
Esperance Jetty 70, 113
Other o 637,413

Total for the State . 3,056, 410
The Premier: Esperance is decentralisa-
tion.

My, HILL: I do not abject to the develop-
ment of Esperance or that of Geraldton. I
advocate the development of these places.
The amount received hy Alhany during these
19 years would not pay the Premier’s salary
for one month!

The Minister for Mines: But you have a
natural harbour.

Mr. HILL: I wish the Minister could have
been with me & few months ago. An
American ship loaded with valuable material
had to put into Albany. She experienced
trouble outside and only by skilful manage-
ment reached the port. T ealled on the naval
oflicers to see tf T could render any assist-
ance. One of them said, “The sooner they
stop wasting money around the corner and
develop this place the better,” When I
spoke to the eaptain he said “I think we can
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manage. 1 have never been in a port where
I received such co-operation from the loeal
people as I have rececived here.” He then
went on to say that it was his first visit to
Australia. When I asked him if he had been
to Sydney he replied “Yes.” T said, “They
bave something to be proud of.’ He said,
“Yes, they have, but they have nothing on
you. By spending a reasonable sum here
you would bave as good a port as Sydney.”

We laugh at the people of Sydney be-
cause they are so proud of their harbour.
When I went throngh that port with the
enginecr-in-chief I did not laugh berause
they are proud of that port. They have spent
£13,000,000 on developing it, but here we
negleet our natural advantages and spend
borrowed money on unsuitable localities, and
then wonder why we have to use the Fre-
mantle Hoarbour Trust as a taxing machine.
The first port mentioned under the Harbours
and Rivers heading is the Fremantle Har-
hour Trust. The loan liability is £2,876,310.
The surplus last year was £147,392. Another
item immediately under that is “Fremantle
Other.” In that case there is a loan lia-
hility of £682,000 and the net carnings last
year amounted to £4,529, with a deficiency of
£08,251. That is a new item and T would
like the I'remier, or the Minister controlling
harbours, to tell us what that loan liability
of £682,000 represcnts. The next item is the
Bunbury Harbour Board. In that easc there
is a loan liability of £610,000. It is not fair
to deal with the figures of the out ports last
year.

The Minister for Mines: Are yon refer-
ring to the Loan Estimates?

Mr. HILL: No, to the stntements sup-
plied with the Estimates. Here again be-
neath the item “Bunbury Harbour Board”

we have, “Bunbury Other” with a loan lia-
bility of £79,000 and a deficit of £4,700.

Mr, Withers: That is the member's poe-
ket momey.

Mr. HILL: He is very lucky. Owing
to the war conditions affecting port fin-
ances I have taken the figures for our last
normal year. They will deal with some of
the babies which the Fremantle Harbour
Trust has to keep. The Bunbury Harbour
Board in 1939, had a deficit of £22,821,
Bunbury is the only outport with a harbour
board, and the figures for Bunbury are
complete. The next port is Geraldton, That
bad a deficit of £32,192, but those flgures
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are not complete. The Geraldton wharves
are administered by the Railway Depart-
ment, and no figures are available dealing
with the financial results for that part of
the port.

The next port is Albany which shows a de-
ficiency of £48089. The Railway Depart-
ment, which eontrols the jetty, carries a sur-
plus of £2944, and so the net loss was
£1,865. That is a very good record for
Albany, beeause interest is charged on every
penny that has been speunt on the port since
1860. The bmik of the trade is in wheat
and fruit, which do not pay wharfage. It
the port of Albany had heen encouraged and
enjoyed the trade of its zone, it would be
the best cow of the Treasurer's herd. Ks-
perance shows a defieit of £794, but here
again the figures are noi complete as the
Esperance jetty is controlled by the Rail-
way Department. Other losses shown are—

Busselton, £989.

Roebourne, £2,092.

North-West ports, £30,287.

Swan River, £19,216.

Dredging, ote., £13,488,

Other jettics, ete., £7,832.
These leave a defieit of £18,020, in spite of
a profit of £114,000 ai Fremantle. 1 draw
attention to the Swan River figures. I
understand that the bulk of the expenditure
there has been on reclamation work, and
contend that that moncy should be charged
up to parks and gardens and not {o har-
hours and rivers. The Fremantle Harbour
Trust Aet ix administered by the Chief See-
retary; the Bunbury Harbour Board is cou-
trolled by the Minister for the North-West;
Geraldton is under the Harbour and Lights
Department which is eontrolled by the Min-
ister for the North-West and partly also by
the Minister for Railways. The same ap-
plies to other ports.

Another item I wish to refer to is that of
roads aznd hridges. The loan liability for
roads and bridges is £3,443,985 and the de-
ficit £133,500. That deficit is due to the faet
that the Government used the Main Roads
Department as No. 1 employment depart-
ment, and from 1932 to 1941 spent an aver-
age of £136,600 of loan money on roads.
The average amount of loan money spent
on roads is practically equal to the deficit
of £133,500. Had the Government financed
the work for unemployment out of revenue
instead of loon moncy, there would have
been no deficit in rvespect of roads today.
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I'revious speakers have referred to the
need for population. e have to face the
faet that if we do not people this country
we shall never hold it. T again draw atten-
tion jo the map hefore me. I have divided
it into three zones. One line runs midway
between Fremantle and Geraldton and an-
other line midway between Fremantle and
Albany. I will not tronble about the north-
ern part of the State. We have no fewer
than 17 members represcnting the metro-
politan area. I should like to refer to some
of the differences in conditions which people
in the cily enjoy as eompared with those in
the outlying parts of the State. Let me
start with members of this House. A city
member hay his home here, from which the
House is easy of aceess, and on Saturday
afternoon he ean walk around his eclectorate.
I have to leave my home at mid-day on Mon-
day and, if the trains do not break down,
T do not get back until mid-day on Satur-
day. My usunl weekly rontine is tvo nights
at home, two nights in the train and three
mights in Perth. Then eonsider a woman
who lives at Mount Helena, 24 miles from
Perth! Tf she wishes to come to Perth she
has to pay a fare of 3s. 6d. and, if she has
a pram, she has to par railage on it. If
a weoman wishes to travel from Bellevue to
Fremantle, a distance of 24 miles, her return
fare is only 2s. and her pram is earried frec
of charge. People in the lower Great South-
ern are getting petrol through a southern
port. It is conveyed as far north as Narro-
gin, but we are called upon to pay the same
charges as if the petrol was railed from Fre-
mantle.

The Premier: By whom?

Mr. Patrick: The same thing applies at
Geraldtan,

Mv. HILL: T helieve that is so. The map
shows that we have the centres of Gerald-
ton, Fremantle, Albany and ¥sperance al-
most cqually spaced and we shonld have in
those areas a population proportionate to
that of the other States.

The Minister for Labour:
omitted Bunbury.

My. HILL: If the Government will treat
the Bunbury Harhour Board as it treated
the Albany Water Board, I will not say
another word ahout that harbour. We had
a water board that wae not making the
scheme pay, so the Government took it over
and =aid the people had to find sufficient to

You have
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nmiake it pay. We did so, and last year this
was the only water board uunder the control
of the Government that made a profit.

The Minister for Works: Splendid!

Mr. HILL: The southern zone on the map
is not unlike the State of Vietoria, and
holding a position corresponding to that of
Melbourng we have the port of Albany. We
at our end of the State have no reason to
love the Labour Party. Some years ago
the member for I{atanning and myself in-
troduced a deputation to the Minister for
Worke and the Minister for Lands. The
Minister for Works produced plans for a
modern harbour for the port of Albany.
The date on those plans was 1911, T re-
member that year very well.

The Minister for Works: So do we.

Mr. HILL: The people of Albany re-
tuarned a Labouwr member and helped to
place the Scaddan Government in office.
That harbour scheme was serapped and
three years later the present deep water
jetty was foreed upon the people. Before
1924 there were proposals to develop the
southern end of the State. These pro-
posals included’ the Jardee-Denmark rail-
way, Manjimup-Mt. Barker railway and
Boyup Brook-Cranbrook railway.  The
Labour Governmenf, on taking office,
built a line to Northeliffe and another to
Nornalup and left & gap in the centre.
Tt placed the Manjimnp-Mt. Barker and
the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook railwey legis-
lation on the statute-book, but has never ecar-
tied out the work. Tt passed the Albany
Harbour Board Aect, but it has never pro-
claimed the Albany Harbour Board.

The Government is very proud of what it
has done for the freezing works at Albany,
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hut what does it amount to? Very little!
It left private enterprise to take the risk
of establishing those works. I am quite
convinced that the southern end of the
State has a very great future, but as it was
necessary to develop the port of Melbourne
in order that the State of Vietoris might
be developed, so it will be necessary to
develop the port of Albany in order that
the southern end of this State may be de-
veloped. The Minister for Works has at-
tempted to justify the continued neglect
of Albany by saying that we should grow
something {o ship from the port. The
Minister picked the wrong target when he
fired that squib. A few ycars ago a busi-
ness change took place at Albany.

The firm of Hill and Co. changed hands
and was taken over by the Albany Freez-
ing Works. That change is symbolic of
that which has taken place at the southern
end of our State. The orizinal name of the
eompany was Clutterbuck Bros.,, of Ade-
luide. My father became acyuainted with
the firm when he used to buy ecattle and
ship them to Esperance to be overlanded
to Xorseman. On his recommendation the
firm closed down the Esperance business
and «aried at Albany. In my boyhood I
used to help drive the ¢attle from the jetty
out to the paddoeks. After sehool and on
Saturday I had to take out South Aus-
tralian-grown hay to feed the cattle. But
what is the position today? The firm of
Hill and Co. has been taken over by a firm
which does not import eattle but exports
them. 1 have here figures prepared by the
(overnment Statistician, and T quote agri-
eultural, pastoral and dairying statisties
far the season 1938-39 relating to the ports
of Alhany, Bunbury, Fremantle and Ger-
aldton—

AGRICULTURAL, PASTORAL, AND DAIRYING STATISTICS—SEASON 1938-39.

‘Wheat Wool Sheep Cream
Zone, for Cl? Clip. a3 at Apples, Poars, sent to

Grain. P 21-12-38. Factory.

bushels. Ths. Ibs. No. bushels. | bushels, 1bs.
Albany 11,805 882,147 85 102,915 478,671 29,167 | 1,472,617
Bunbury ... 138 730,288 &-7 128,453 312,009 24,387 | 1,459,378
¥remantle ... .. 77,507 3.2 24,094 | 109,840 44,494 | 576,448
Geraldton ... 825,802 { 2,007,290 75 266,026 29 9 4,371

Nore.~-The above zones are approximately the areas within a radius of 40 miles from the port specified.
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The Minisier for Lands: Have you the
figures for Carnarvon?

Mr. HILL: No. I wanted only the figures
for the four prineipal ports of the State.

The Minister for Lands: Your figures
for sheep are only a drop compared with
Fascoyne.

Mr. HILL: I know it.

The Minister for Lands: Then why do
you not mention Carnarvon?

Mr. PiLL: Carnarvon is represented by
a Minister. T have to battle for Albany.
The figures I have given represent the pro-
duction within a 40-mile radius of Albany,
That area south of the line shown on the
map I have in 1939 produced over 1,000,000
cazes of apples and 100,000 cases of other
froits, as well as 100,000 (ons of wheat.
If it were possible to ascertain what the
State lost because that trade was not done
through its natural port, the fignres wounld
prove astounding.

I shall never forget when the members
of the Commonwealth Navigation Royal
Commission spent ‘the day at my home.
I was talking to a New South Wales
Scnator, and he said, “As far as I see,
the people of Perth and Fremantle are
so worried ahout the treatment they receive
from the Commonwealth that they cannot
realise that they themselves are giving the
otttlying parts of Western Australia far
worse treatment.”” We have a great State,
one of the finest States in the British
Empire; but we shall never hold it if we
do not populate it. And we must populate
the State as a whole. Y appeal to the Gov.
ernment to cease heing a Swan River
Government instead of a Western Aus-
tralian Government, and further I appeal
to Ministers that they oxtend to the out-
Iying parts of Western Anstralia the same
consideration nx they in their turn would
like to reccive from the Commonwealth.

ME. SEWARD (Pingelly): I want to
"nave a word or two before these Estimates
are rushed through.

The Minister for Mines: Why “rushed
through"?

Mr. SEWARD: Because the Government
is rushing the Estimates through—rushing
the whole of the business so as to elose down,
We are told that we have to finigh this whole
thing tonight.

[ASSEMBLY.)

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must address the Chair, and pay no re-
gard to interjectors.

Mr. SEWARD : The Premier in the eourse
of his remarks made one statement which I
would like him to prove on some future suit-
able occasion. He was dealing with the
finances of the State, and he stated that the
profit reecived from the Railway Department
was not as large as we thought it might be,
adding that increased revenue necessarily
involved increased expenditure. Of course
that is not so. It might be so in an un-
developed business that was expanding, but
with a developed business, or a business
finaneed properly, there is no possible excuse
for expendituve to inercase in the same pro-
portion as revenue increases. So there ought
to be some ¢ritical examination of the rail-
way accounts to ascertain the reason for
this extraordinary inecrease, as I regard it,
in expenditure,

The tables supplied to us by the Minister
for Railways show that eavrnings increased
by £421595, while expenditure or working
expenses inereased by £421,593. There is,
therefore, only a difference of £2 between the
two incrcases. Locking through the various
figures quoted in these tables, I find that the
staff of the Railway Department at all events
has not inereased. The figures for the five
years ranging from last year down to 1939
are—7,244, 7,133, 7,137, 7,531, and 7,711
Thus, while the increase in the number of
employees in the last year was only 174,
there was a decrease of 467 as compared with
1939. It follows, therefore, that the in-
creased expenditure is not due to the rail-
ways having extra staff put on last year.
Loeking for some other reason for the in-
creased expenditure, I notice that the ton-
nage carried by the railways was 127,080
tons less in the last finaneial vear than in
the previous financial year, and 544,000 tons
iess than in the vear 1939. 'While the ex-
penditure increased by nearly £500,000, the
tonnage has decreased by balf a million tons,
as from the year 1939. We are told that
the Railway Department is not able to earn
as much revenue as it might have done be-
¢ause of the transfer of some stock fo the
Commonwealth Government. Aecording to
the table furnished to members the total
carrying capacity of the railway stock this
year was 115,925 tons; whereas for the pre-
vious year it was 116,073 tons, a decrease
of 148 tons in the year. From 1939, however,
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there is a falling off of 1,000 tons, but when
we consider the big reduction of 500,000
tons in goods and stock carried there
seems to be some other reason which ought
to be advanced to account for the big increase
in the expenditure.

1 find that last year the working expenses
per employce came to £414, whereas for
the four previous years they were respec-
tively £371, £349, £337, and £322. Therefore,
since 1939 they have inereased by practically
£100 per man. In all the figures I have
been able to examine in the short time this
return has been at my disposal, I can find
nothing to account for the extremely large
increage in the working expenses. There is
need for very close investigation of the
position to ascertain the reason why, with an

increase in revenue of £500,000, the depart-

ment has only managed to make an additional
contribution fo profits of £2 for the whole
year’s working. There is something radi-
eally wrong. I was pleased to note the Min-
ister gave attention to a matter I have
-brought forward on more than one oecasion.
Better provision has been made for refresh-
ments at Chidlow's. A new refreshment stall
has been crected, and this should give people
a better opportunity fo get refreshments at
that station.

Mr. Sampson: And in comfort.

Mr. SEWARD: No, not comfort! How-
ever, it is a big improvement on the pre-
vions arrangement. The Minister should
next turn his attention to Spencer’s Brook
station, where the refreshment room is most
primitive. It is situated at the end of the
station and passengers have to run down
to it in the rain in order to get a
cup of tea. Incidentally, the Minister might
endeavonr to give effect to the recommen-
dation made by the Royal Commission
which investigated railway matters over 20
years ago. That Commission strongly re-
commonded the lengthening of the platform
at Spencer’s Brook. People at present have
to jump from the train in the dark into
irenches., That is a most dangerous praec-
tice and it is time the platform was made
long enough to accommodate the trains. I
hope consideration will be given to that
matter.

1 was travelling home the other might in
a fairly erowded train. When we reached
Midland Junetion, there were some 25 to 30
soldirrs waiting to join the train. When
they boarded it they looked like Christmns
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trees. I have never before seen our sol-
diers wandering about the country with full
kits, including rifles, One of these men had
a complete wireless cabinet. They had to
board the train where they could. ‘Why
cannot the military authorities arrange to
have a coach ready at Midland Junetion to
accommodate these men so that they can
travel in some degree of comfort, instead
of wandering up and down the full length
of the train looking for a vacancy and get-
ting in wherever possible? It wonld have
heen better had one of the compartments
been locked at Perth so as to be available
for them when the train reached Midland
Junetion. Surely that is not too much to
ask; in fact, it iz due to all passengers,
not only soldiers.

With regard to that particular journey,
I warn the Government that if some improve-
ment is not made we shall have a very big
aceident on the hill approaching Chidlow’s.
We left Perth on time, at about 4 o'clock
last Friday afternoon and reached Midland
Junction at 4.30. We left for Chidlow's
and when we arrived at a point about half-
a-mile beyond the tunnel the train eame to
a stop. On looking out, we found the second
division, which had left about a quarter of
an hour before us, about 100 yards ahead,
also stopped on the hill. I have never before
scen ftraing approaching within 50 or 100
yords of each other. I always understood
that therc must he a section between onme
train and another. Certainly there was a
signal box between one train and the other.
The train to Northam was also trying to
proceed, with the result, as the member for
Albany pointed out, that instead of arriv-
ing at Chidlow’s at 5.30, we only reached it
at 7.15. There were at least 10 stops between
the tunpel and Chidlow’s as we waited for
trins to proeced. It only required one of
the cneines ta fail and slip baek and there
would have been a first-elass smash.

The Premwer: No. The vacoum brake
will not let the engine go backwards. Tt
is only very oceasionally that the brake
does not work.

AMr. SEWARD: What about the accident
in the tuancl?

The Premier: It did happen once.

Mr. SEWARD: Tt is no use saying these
nccidents will not happen. There were
three heavily loaded passenger trains on the
line. Qur engines are being loaded beyond
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their capacity. Years ago I was on a train
that left Spencer’s Brook un hour late, yet
it arrived in Perth on time. The driver
experienced no diffieulty in making up the
time. Nowadays, if a train is even five
minuies late in leaving Narrogin, the driver
cunnot make up that time on the run to
Perth. I am convinced that it is because
the epgines are overion led.

My, Styants: They are in poor condition
‘and have been so for years.

Mr. SEWARD: They are not efficient.
However, it is not fair to the travelling
public and I warn the Government that if
something is not done to remedy the matter
we shall have a frst-class railway smash.

The Premier: You can rest assured that
the trains will not run backwards. They
do not do thal.

Mr. SEWARD: There were three heavily
loaded trains between the tunnel and Stone-
ville. They were very close together and
it does not take much to cause an aecident.

The Premier: Two people wounld have to
becolue unconscious.

Mr. SEWARD: I wish also to deal with
the treatment meted out by the department
to consignments. I have had a series of
complaints. I instanced one earlier, the
case of a man whose property was burnt
out last year and who got no compensation.
Two other cases were submitted to me
reeently,. Two machines—combines—were
consigned to Kondinin. The machines cost
not less than £100 each and hoth arrived
at their destination damaged. Two hubs
were broken and the wheels hent. ¥ re-
ported the matter to the department and
received n Teply that, when the machines
were loaded, they were roped down at the
sides and ends, but somebody had removed
the ropes, presumably a chaffeutter. I do
not know hew the railways arrived at that
conclusion. However, the owners of the
machines had not the slightest redress. It
iz no joke to a farmer to purchase so ex-
pensive a machine and then have it de-
livered to him in a damaged condition. The
whole machine was practically out of gear
hecause it works from the wheel, and the
farmer had no appliances to repair the
damage. He surely is entitled to hetter
treatment than that. Also, a truck of pigs
was sent from that town in Mareh last.
When the truck reached Midlend, six of
the pigs were dead.
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That must have been due to gross care-
lessness and I point out that people con-
eerned in these losses have no redress. They
are told, “We are sorry,” and that is the
end of it. It is not fair. I bave repeatediy
asked that one man should travel on these
stoek trains, say from Narrogin or one of
the big junctions where the trains berin to
grow to a fair size, and it should be his
Job to look after the stock and see thal they
are at least on their feet. It is not fair to
ask the guards to do this work becaunse, from
what I have seen of them, they have quite
sufficient to do. A man should be speeially
engaged to look afier siock and see that
they arrive in a proper condition. I was
interested in the speech of the member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe the other evening, I
am glways interested to hear him speak but
I was surprised to hear him advocate uni-
fication. I was more amused than surprised
when he stated that the campaign against
unification was being started by big busi-
ness. I have nothing to do with big busi-
ness.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: It is probably being
started by the Nattonal Union.

Mr. SEWARD: I have no connection with
the National Union, either! I might not have
mentioned this matter had not the hon.
member referred {o it. I mention it now be-
canse I do mot think we should delay onc
minute in commencing a big campaign in
this State to resist the proposed referendum
which the Commonwealth Government has
under eonsideration.

Mr. Kelly: It would meet with the same
fate as our protest against daylight saving.

Mr. SEWARD: We ean start a campaign
—and it is high time we did—to warn the
electors of what is before them if they are
so foolish as to permit the referendum to
go through. I make this qualification: It
will be all right provided the proposals
when submitted do not go beyond those in
the Commonwealth Powers Bill as passed by
this Assembly last year.

The Minister for Works: You are going to
mix things a bit!

Mr. SEWARD: No, I am going to keep
them pretty straight. The member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe referred to the neces-
sity of giving powers to the Commonwenlth
Government to earry out post-war reeon-
struetion. As was emphasised by speakers
in this House earlier in the year, all parties
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are agreed that the Commenwealth Govern-
ment should have those powers and the
powers were provided for in the Bill that
we passed. If the Commonwealth Govern-
ment seeks any additional powers 1 hope
a movement will be lannched very quickly
in this State in opposition to the proposal.
I was pleased to hear that the Premier of
South Australia had made a broadeast about
the matter. I hope & similar movement will
be organised here to instruet the people in
what is before them if they permit a refer-
endum to be earried giving to the Common-
wealth Government more powers than it
requires to earry out post-war work. I was
interested to hear a certain remark of the
Premier last night. I was not able to get
it in detail but I assure him I will get it
and give it the Stste-wide publicity it de-
serves. I would he sorry if we did not make
a proper note of it. He stafed that he did not
mind what powers or finance the Common-
wealth Government had to earry out soeial
services so long as the present Government
was in office. I will give that statement ali
the publicity I can.

The Premier: You had better get it right.
Do not quote it until you get it right.

Mr. SEWARD: Is what I have said
wrong ¥

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. SEWARD: Then I stand correated
but I think the Premier said he would be
satisfied for the Commonwealith Government
to carry ont social services so long as it
was the present Government. His state-
ment was gqnite near enough to that for
" any difference not to matter. I will give
an instance of how the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is ecarrying out social services at
present. Perhaps one case is betier than
& lot of opinions. There is a native woman
in Pingelly who applied for the maternity
bonus and was refused on the ground that
she was more than a half-blood. This
woman has been living in Pingelly for 20
vears. Her hushand is & returned soldier
from the last war. They reside in the town
and have a fairly large family who are
being educated at the school. I saw the
Commissioner of Pensions about this matter
and he could do nothing, He said the posi-
tion was governed by the Act. I saw the
Commissioner of Nalive Affairs and he
could de nothing, so 1 wrote to the Federal
Minister for Social Services and gave him
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partienlars of the ease. ¥ pointed out that this
woman could get the bonus if she obtained
exemption from the provisions of the Native
Administration Aet. But she did oot want
that exemption. I pointed out to Mr. Hol-
loway that if natives are given exemption
they have the right to purchase liquor, which
might not be desirable. Furthermore, if this
woman obtained esemption she would be
precluded from associating with her rela-
tives. Thuos, if her daughter married a
native she would not be able to visit her
and her husband. T said that was not de
sivable. I pointed out that we had in this
State an efficient Department of Native
Affairs which could probably give all the
details about every native in Whestern Aus-
tralia.

I suggested that instead of having a hard
and fast rnle that anybody over half-blood
cottld not get the honus but anybody under
half-blood could do so, the matter should be
left to the diseretion of the Minister for
Native ARairs in this State. If the Min-
ister recommended that a native should
receive the honus, it should be paid; other-
wise it should be withheld, In his reply Mr.
Holloway stated that that eould not be done,
and that unless this woman obtained exemp-
tion from the Aet she could not receive the
bonus. I point out that she is living under
regsonably good conditions in a house in
the town but is not eligible for this bonus.
If she were a half-blood or less and were
living in a bag but on some reserve she
would be eligible. It is ridienlons to have g
bard and fast rule like that. This corres-
pondence has been geing on since April, and
T am still trying to get the Minister to male
an alteration and fo leave the matter to the
discretion of the Department of Native
Aflairs.

Mr. Watts: What ahout the medieal emer-
gency services, too?

Mr. SEWARD: I am giving this ss an
illustration of the treatment we shall get
from Canberra if we give the Common-
wealth Government power to legislate for a
State like this. Of eourse, I do not suppose
the Minister for Social Services {Mr. Hollo-
way) has seen half a dozen natives.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You have given
the Federal authorities the power of the
purse.

Mr, SEWARD: No. They took it.
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Hon. W. D. Johnson:
them by referendum,

Mr, SEWARD: 1 want to see that they do
not get any additional powers in the future.
I could continue instancing these things.
There is the rationing of butter. The Com-
monwealth Government would not take any
suggestions about that. The scheme had to
be applied by rule of thumb everywhere,
with the result that the produetion of farm
butter in this State was reduced by 80 per
cent. and will probably be wiped out alto-
gether. Then we had the illustration of the
motor tyre business last night. A little
while ago I had oceasion to ask the Pre-
mier what was the position of prisoners of
war, Four or five months ago an officer of
the Manpower Department went to the
Great Soufthern district and canvassed the
farmers for about six weeks. He told
the farmers what a great scheme this was
and jnformed me he had practically placed
all the men. The farmers were making
preparafions in anticipation of their com-
ing down when a notice appeared in ‘‘The
West Australian'’ to say that they would
not be coming. We got in touch with the
Premier and were told that they could not
be got to Australia, because the -shipping
difficulties between India where these men
were, and Australia, prevented them being
brought here. When one has dealings with
a Commonwealth department one is always
a bit sceptical. For that veason I wrote to
Melhourne to find out what was the position
‘there. I thought it possible that these.
prisoners of war had been retained in the
Eastern States instead of being sent on
here. 1 reccived this letter in reply—

I acknowledge your letter of the 31st ultimo
regarding the employment of prisoners of war
on rural work in Victoria. The Rural Officer,
State Manpower Office, Melbourne, has advised
me that you would be able to obtain the fullest
particulars regarding the employment of pris-
onera of war in all States from the Deputy
Director General of Manpower in Perth, How-
ever, T have been advised briefly that prisoners
of war are only employed in this State on rural
work of the highest priority and that limited
numbers are made available to individual farms.
A control centre is established under military
supervision in certain loeslities and prisoners
of war are made available to farms from this
contre, I am given to understand that they
are visited at the farms periodically by the
Army authorities. '

80, it was not due to shipping difficulties
between India and Australia thal prevented
these men from coming to this State. T

It was given to
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venture to say that the Eastern States found
this scheme would be very useful to them,
with the result that instead of sending the
men here they kept them over there.

Mr, F. C. L. Smith: They were already
there,

My, SEWARD: I thought they were,
That is just another instance of how we
are going to farc in this State if we pass
additional powers to the Commonwenlth.

The Minister for Mines: They have been
on the Trans-Australian {ine for a leng time,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: If we can protect
curseives now, why do we not do it?

Mr. SEWARD: We cannot.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: If you cannot do
it, what are you moaning about?

My. SEWARD: I have made myself
¢lear. The Commonwealth Government is
in control and it does not care what hap-
pens to Western Australia.

. Hon. W, D, Johnson: If you cannot get
the powers back again, transfer them all.

Mr. SEWARD: That is the delightfully
casual way by which the Government shelves
its responsibilities. The Government is
elected to administer the State and it simply
says, ‘‘Pass the responsibility on to Can-
berra.” That is not my idea. During the
course of his advoeacy of unification the
member for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe gave us a
quotation from Alexander Hamilton. When
that was written America was founding the
Constitution of the United States. I will
give the hon. member another statement—
one made years after the Constitution had
been aperating.

Mr. F. C. L. S8mith: By Danicl Webster?

Mr. SEWARD: No, by President Calvin
Coolidge, in 1926.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: The great champion
of the Southern States.

Mr. SEWARD: 1 would leave out the
word “southern” and say the great cham-
pion of the States. This statement n laken
from “Australia’s Changing Constitution™
by E. H. Drummond, M.L.A., of New South
Wales. In reply to a deputation asking for
additional powers for the Central Govern-
ment, President Coolidge said—

No method of procedure has ever been de-
vised by which liberty could be divorced from
gelf-government, No plan of centralisation haa
ever been adopted vwhich did not result in
bureaucracy, tyranny, inflexibility, reaction and
decline, Of all forme of government those
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administered by bureaux are least satistactory
to an enlightened .and progressive people. Be-
ing irresponsible they become antoeratic, and
being autocratie they resist all development.
Unless bureaueracy is constantly vesisted it
breaks down representative government, and
overwhelms demoeracy. It iz the one element
i our institutions that gets up the pretence of
taving nut.horil;iy; over everybody and being
responsible to nobody, While we ought to glory
in the Union and remember that it is the source
from which the States derive their chief title
to fame, we must also recognise that the
national government is not and cannot be ad-
justed to the needs of the local government.
It is too far away to be respomsible to loeal
needs; it is too inaccessible to be respounsive to
local eonditions. The States should not be in-
duced by coercion or by favour to surrender
the management of their own affairs.  The
Federal Government ought to resisi the ten-
dency to be londed up with duties which the
States should perform. It does not follow that
beeause something should be done the National
Government should do it.

That is a very weighty statement and one
that could be made by Australian statesmen
in reply to a deputation sceking greater
powers for the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. Those remarks contain nothing to
localise them in Awmeriea. Possibly Alex-
ander Hamilton might have been able to
alter his opinion had he had experience of
the working of the American Constitution,
as President Coolidge had in 1926.

Mr. Patrick: The States had inereased
in number from 13 to 48.

Mr. SEWARD: That is so. That was
because they had, to a large extent, the
management of their own affairs.

Hon. W. D. Jolnson: After 28 vears ex-
perience in Australia we handed over the
control of our finances to the Common-
wealth Government by the vote of the
people.

Mr. SEWARD: If the hon. member did.
T did not. I have no ebjection to his asspm-
ing that responsibility. The present Presi-
dent of the United States has said that when
the war is over any powers temporarily sur-
rendered by the States will be returned to
them.

Mr, F. C. L. Smith: You know what they
did to him over his new deal.

Mr, SEWARD: That is very different
from the attitude sdopted by our Federal
politictans  whe, after having inveigled
us into this uniform taxation scheme as
a temporary measure, immediately turned
vound and said it would be permanent. We

are indebted to the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe for mentioning this matter of uni-
fiecation hecause it has warped us of the like-
lihood of its being brought into effect in
the near fature. As a result, we realise the
necessity for taking action to prevent that
heing achicved.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: How are you going
to prevent it?

Mr. SEWARD: I have been endeavouring
to explain to the hon. member. 1 do not
want to say much more, but I would like to
mention one other matfer which I think the
Government would be well advised to look
into. I have noticed that in some of the
¢ity buildings the large wooden structures—
pillars—erected as air-raid precautions, are
being removed. It might be possible to take
similar action in conneetion with some of
our departmental buildings. The other day
I was in the Titles Office and I =aid to the
clerk, “You wmust be driven nearly mad try-
ing to dodge these posts every time you
move.”. There is another aspect I wish to
bring before the notice of the Government.
There is an air-raid shelter outside the Gov-
ernment offices on a level with the windows.
That shelter is mostly used as a latrine.

The Minister for Mines: Where is that?

Mr. SEWARD: In Cathedral-avenue.
The stench that blows in through the win-
dows to the offices is simply shocking. If
the air-raid shelter cannot be kept clean, it
should he removed. I went to the Agrical-
tural Bank one day and found that the
officer had swilled out the shelter there with
phenyle in order to counteract the stench
that pervaded the structure. The only other
matter 1 shall comment on is that reeently
I noticed in the Press that some newspaper
boys had been proseeuted and fined on a
couple of oceasions for running out on to
the streets to the danger of the oncoming
traffe, in order to hail taxi-cabs for service-
men. Of covrse, small boys like that have
no votes to cast, so we can get down on
them angd fine them. The pity of it iz that
the Government does not do something about
taxi-drivers, We mnst remember that last
Mareh a mecting was called and the taxi-
drivers were told they wonld all he regis-
tered, thai they conld be hired in future
through only one agency, that thev could nat
be picked up indiseriminately, and so forth
—but that was the end of it. Nothing at
all was done. I think the Government should
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certainly take action against the taxi-drivers.
If any one of us wishes to secure a car,
we can blow our feeth out, whereas the boys
can get one in a moment for the servicemen.
Let us deal with the real offenders and do
not wreak our vengeance on the small boys
in the streets!

MR. PERKINS (York): I want to take
this opportunity to tell the Committee some-
thing about the position that is developing
in connection with our meat supplies, A
good deal of publicity has been given to
the matter in the Press and, in last night’s
newspaper, a report was published indicat-
ing the likelihood of a system of rationing
being introduced under which people would
be allowed 2 Ibs. per head per week, with
the use of coupons. Many contradictory
statements have been made about the mat-
ter, but obviously the situation is being dis-
cussed by the powers-that-be in the Eastern
States. It is quite apparent that some for-
ther restriction is contemplated in addition
to the 15 per cent. eut that bas been made
in the meat supply available to the whole-
sale trade and retail butchers. That seheme
did not appear to work well, according to
statementy in the Press, and some drastic
system of rationing is likely to be imposed.
I do not believe it ig in the interests of any-
one to rafion mutton in this State for at
least a considerable time to come.

The position in Western Australia is en-
tirely different from that obtaining in the
other States. As members are aware, the
seagon in the Eastern States has been very
indifferent, and in some places almost
drought conditions have prevailed. The
cffect has heen to lessen the supplies of fat
stoek of all kinds for the meat markef over
there. The position regarding pig-meais
and beef has been acute for some time, but
now fat sheep are also very short over there.
The situation has developed to the stage
where it has been found most diffiecnlt to
fulfil contractual obligations to the United
Kingdom gnd to make the provision neces-
sary to meet the demands of the Armed
Forees, Thet being so, it is reasonsble to
ask people in that part of Australia to
forgo the fairly liberal ration of mesat that
they bave always enjoyed in order that
those contractual obligations to Great
Britein may be maintained and thet an ade-
quate supply for the Fighting Forces may
be available. The position in Western Aus.-
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tralia is entirely different. We have had
an exceptionally good year and the supply
of fat sheep here is probably greater than
ever before in the history of the State.

Mr. Patrick: If they ration mutton here,
there will be a glut.

Mr. PERKINS: The position could de-
velop very seriously for our producers, and
we may have the spectacle of so many fat
sheep being in the country areas thaf
the growers will not know what to de
with them. Difficulty will be experienced
in carrying them on the farms, and
yet it is suggested by +the Federal
authorities that mutton will be rationed
to the consnming publie,  Apparently
the reason for that is to make ‘the
administration uniform throughout the
whole of Amustralia. I can think of no
other reason in explanation of the imposi-
ticn of such a restriction in Western Ans-
tralin at this juneture. It merely serves
to provide another instance of what the
member for Pingeily has just stressed,
namely, the impossibility of administering
the affairs of Western Australia from so
far away as Canberra. It is a striking in-
stance of the muddling that is inevitable
if our affairs are to be administered from
such a distance. The provision regarding
beef and pig-meats here is admittedly difi-
cult, although supplies are sufficient to meet
the whole -of the local demand. I under-
stand that whatever surplus could be oh-
tained {hrough the rationing of those
meats would be used by the Commonwealth
Government not only to meet the require-
ments of the men in the Fighting Forces
but also to assist in fulflling Australia’s
obligution to Great Britain.

With respect to mutton and lamb, if any
restriction is placed upon supplies here, the
Commonwealth Government will find it im-
possible to make any use of the surplus
that will hecome available for the simple
reason that there is ne provision for killing
and freezing the meat and despatching it
to the point of consumption. At the pre-
sent time, the W.A. Freezing Works
are occupied entirely in handling spring
lambs, and I understand the works are
about a week behind in their schedule. We
have not yet reached the peak of the Jamb-
killing season, Appeals have been made for
more labour at the works. I understand
there were arrangements to get another
ehain operating at the meat export works,
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and arrangements werc made to get men
relensed from the Forces, but the military
heads got to hear of the malter and the
men were sent away on army work. The
extra men whose serviees have been ob-
tained are unskilled, and so the position
has not improved as it would have done if
additional gkilled men had been obtainable.
Bven now I understand that the full eom-
plement of men is not working and that
the killing of spring lambs is likely to be
delayed with inevitable loss to the growers.
Most members are aware that producers
cannot earry lambs much beyond their
normal marketing time. In most agricul-
tural distriets, the grasses run to seed and
the seed gets into the wool and penetrates
the flesh, rendering the carcases unsuitable
for freezing. When <carcases are thus
affected, they have to bhe sold as rejects.
So the position as regards lambs is serious
enongh. In the consumption of muiton
there has been a 15 per cent. cut. The
prices at Midland Junction, which are an
indication of the supplies offering, have
heen falling for some time. The price
micht rise this week, but that will be only a
weekly fluctuation. The indications are
that there are large numbers of mutton
sheep available for killing, In the country
districts there are huge numbers that counld
he sent forward if the priee was satisfac-
tory and the growers were assured that
use could be made of them. At this time
of year it is usnal to have a eonsiderable
surplus of fat wethers, without there being
a 15 per eent. cut in the consumplion. Now
the cut has bheen introduced, however, the
position, is likely to be threatened,

What is the nse of making a 15 per cent.
cut in consumption if no provision is made
to handle the surplus stoek—Kkill it, put it
intn the freezing works and send it to
Britain to meet the needs of people there?
No use can be made of it. The works are
fully occupied in killing lambs. In this
they are a week behind, and they are likely
to fall back still further. So the chance of
any great number of fat wethers heing nsed
is very remote indeed. In addition to
wethers, there is a considerable number of
fat ewes rather on the aged side that could
be used but, with the killing works fully
ocenpied in dealing with lambs, it is impos-
sible to treat them. Unless provision is made
for as mapy of these sheep as possible to
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go into consumption, the fat stock position
next year will be aggravated.

From ingquiries I have made from stock
agents, I understand that the number of
sheep in this State at present is far too
great to be carried safely through next
autumn, The only way in which sheep num-
bers ¢an be lessened is by a percentage being
killed for meat and thus got rid of. The
Commonwealth Controller of Meat Supplies
is doing his best to rectify the matter. Still,
as I have pointed out, a eut in the consump-
tion of meat has been introduced and that
will aggravate the position. It will also be
further aggravated by the fact that the
fodder supplies likely to be available nest
autumn will be much reduced, I raised this
matter on the Address-in-reply debate, and
suggested it wus the duty of the Minister
for Agriculture to make urgent representa-
tions to the Federal authorities to have men
made available for the conservation of fod-
der this spring. I do not know whether any
action has been taken. From statements
made in the Press, it appears likely that
nothing will be done. Appeals have been
made to workers on holiday te engage in
this labour of fodder conservation. Only
a limited amount of labour has come from
this source. Much of it would not he suit-
able for this type of work, which is of an
arduous pature. I believe that my sugges-
tion made on the Address-in-reply debate
to get certain military upits not actively
engaged in military work to camp ian the
agricultural aveas jand help farmers out
with this work would be a practical way of
tackling the problem.

Mr. MeDonald: The men would welcome
the change, too.

Mr. PERKINS: I have spoken to quite
a number of these men. They have com-
pleted their training and at present are
doing very little. When I asked them what
they thought of the idea, they said they
would grasp it with both hands and would
be only too pleased to feel that they were
qning something to assist in the production
of foodstuffs. Unless we have reserves of
fodder to safeguard the position in antumn,
it is guite possible that instead of having &
normal supply of fat stoek next autumn and
early winter, the reverse might bhe the case,
If we had a smaller number of stock with
the same fodder reserves, it would be pos-
sible for growers to maintain their stock in
good condition, but with & greater number
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of stock #nd a smaller fodder reserve to
spread over that greater number, the stock
is less likely to be maintained in good con-
dition.

From the experience of growers in pre-
vious years and with the Prices Commis-
sioner stepping in and limiting the maximum
price growers may obtain in the late antnmn
and early winter markets, there is a
much smaller percentage than there used
to be for growers to incur the extra
expense of ecarrying fat stock over the
antumn months and marketing it in the
period when fat stock normally is in
short supply. So, taking all in all, it
is possible that a very serions position may
tievelop this year regarding the supply of
fat stock if the season is either late in open-
ing or happens to be a dry one. The State
Government should inform the Federal
anthorities what the Western Australian
position really is, becanse I firmly believe
that they ecannot know it. Surely no
rational man would impose a 15 per cent,
cut in the meat consumption of Western
Australin if he konew that we had a great
number of surplus sheep here which the
growers simply did not know what to do
with. There is no opportunity to market
them ; there is no provision to kill and freeze
them and hold them for any future short-
supply period. They are simply a drag on
the market at the present time, and store
prices are falling week by week—a strong
indication that the position is as I have
stated. I think the Government should take
some action to remedy the position.

MR. SHEARN (Maylands) : As the Pre-
mier has gone around the Chamber indicat-
ing to members that he has no desire to
stifle discussion but has a desire that mem-
bers should he as concise as possible, I pro-
pose to fall in with the hon. gentleman’s
wish. The Premier, it may be said, has
had his attention on the prospeets of the
election rather than on the demands of the
State. Thet we can undevstand, ag also that
the present discussion does not have the
same effect on the situation as otherwise
would be the case. In debating the subject,
we have before us the fact that some con-
tend that the elections have been brought
on with undue haste. I feel, however, that
on mature consideration members will real-
ise that, after elections have been post-
pored for about two- years, there is nothing

[ASSEMBLY.]

extraordinary in bringing on an clection so
quickly as this. So far as the public are
coneerned, I am certain that they have been
watching and that they will be able fo draw
their own conclusions as to crrors of eom-
mission or omission by the Government, and
%0 be able to judge the policies introduced
to them by any of the three Parties.

One feature to he noted with gratification
is the almost complete absence from this
Chamber, at any rate, of undue intrusions
of Party politics. I hope that expericnee
will continue into the first peace years. I
vealise that Party politics and democracy
are parts of the structure of government,
but the proporiions are a matter of degree;
and I feel that on both the Government side
and this side there has been a genuine
attempt at co-operation. Therefore T may
express the hope—before passing from this
subject—that some unfortunate jncidents
that were reported as having oceurred at a
vecent Federal election meeting will not
charaeterise the event we are about to face,
but that we shall be able to go to the publie
placing facts, and facts alone, before them,
leaving them as the judges rightly to say
whether the present Government should be
retarned to office or whether there should
he a change.

Like previous speakers I wish to offer
my eongratulations to the member for East
Perth, and wholeheartedly to associate my-
self with the sentiments he has expressed in
relation to the subject of edueation. T also
desire to express my appreciation of the
very explicit way in which the Treaserer pre-
sented his Budget. I feel that the virtual
eontrol which the Loan Council exercises is
due in a large measure to recommendations
made from time to time by the Common-
wealth Grants Commission; and that the
effect hns been more or less to reduec the
Budget Speech to a departmental review,
In that connection I wonder what exactly
will be the ultimate result.

It appears to me that a suggestion of the
Minister for Works might receive considera-
tion as regards ounr State and Federal
financial relationship. I am wondering
whether, in view of the spirit that has ani-
mated this Chamber, it might not be quite
a desirable and reasonable idea to try out
the principle of the Premier and his Minis-
ters seeking the co-operation of represen-
tatives on this side of the Chamber who
might be thought to have some special ability
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to go into the whole matter. After all, as
the member for Claremont mentioned here
recently, private members get but little op-
portunity to play any important part. We
realise that the Government must take the
major responsibility, but I do not think the
Premier will dispute the fact that some prae-
tical use sheuld be made of private members
possessing speeial gualifications. I amn won-
dering whether it would be possible to ex-
plore the possibilities of setting nup a Par-
liamentary Committee for the purpose of
bringing forward recommendations, which
in due turn, and in a proper manner, could,
after consideration here, be submitted to
the appropriate Commonwealth department.

Some mention has been made this evening
nf the possible effects of unification. I do
not think we could have a more classical
example of what our position might be under
unifieation than the notification appearing
in today’s newspapers that daylight saving,
despite the faet that this House and another
place are unanimous in their opposition to
it, is to be imposed on Western Australia.
We find that that eourse has been determined
upon. This shows either that there is a
total disregard by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernmment of Western Auwustralian nceds and
desires, or that there is in Canberra a total
lack of knowledge of Western Australian
conditions. I hope the Premier and his sup-
porters will make another cffort to see
whether some influence cannot be brought
to bear on the Prime Minister and those
associated with him to ensure that Western
Australia shall not suffer this undoubted in-
justice.

Mr. McDonald: Let us send the Common-
wealth Government an ultimatum!

Mr. SHEARN: The Premier’s speech
made reference to the flax and other indus-
tries that have been established in Western
Australia. I am sure we all appreciate
that in a State such as Western Australia—
where unfortunately at the outbreak of war
we had a smaller number of industrial activi-
ties than the Eastern States—numbers of
war conitracts must be lost to Eastern States
manufacturers. The fact of this not being
an industrialised ecommunity meant that we
had a goodly number of untrained or but
partially trained personnel, A result of
that is that orders are going in a higher
percentage to the Bastern States, and, fur-
ther, we shall have a greater number to be
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repatriated. Therefore every possible avenue
should be explored to see that we can re-
patriate these men and women.

Reference was made by the Premier to the
work on the Perth Public Hospital, In that
connection I would like the Premier or
the Minister concerned to ask the hos-
pital committee whether there is any
possibility of making some plan for the
purpose of amending the state of affairs
resulting from lack of accommodation
for mothers who are about to e eonfined.
Many men and women have come to me
pointing out the acuteness of the position.
I understand hospitals are finding it impos-
sible now even to provide temporary sccorm-
modation. I wonder whether the Minister
for Health or the Premier has given con-
sideration to the matter and whether there
is & possibility of obtaining an alleviation
of this distressing state of affairs, I
desire to express my appreciation of the
efforts made by the Forests Department to
overcome the firewood shortage early this
year. Had it not been for the efforts made
by the department, I do not know what would
have happened in my distriet.

The Premier: It was not necessary to
ration firewood in this State, either,

Mr. SHEARN: No. We have already
this session dealt with the question of hous-
ing accommodation. Notwithstanding that,
has the Premier considered any proposals
to provide aceommodation for the large
number of people who are now virtually
walking the streets unable to find even tem-
porary accommodation? 1 believe the Com-
monwealth Government has been investigat-
ing the matter and I should be glad if the
Premier would let the Committee know
whether he has received any communication
from that Government. When replying, he
might inform us whether he has any infor-
mation to give the Committee on this point,
I appreciate what has been done by the
Department of Industrial Development in
the many activities which it has undertaken.
It is yet too early to judge of their ultimate
success; an honest attempt has been made,
however, to establish industries in the State.
Without these industries it will not be pos-
sible for the State to have a balanced
economy. There are other matters to which
I would like to refer but I shall conclude by
saying that, whatever may be the result of
the fortheoming election, T hope when Parlia-
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ment does reassemble, the same spirit of
co-operation will be manifested as has pre-
vuiled in this Chamber tonight.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.44 p.m.

Tegislative Council.
Tuesdoy, 28th September, 1943.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—IRRIGATION.
As to Wellington Area Raling.

Hon. L. CRAIG usked the Chief Secre-
kary.

{i) Is it a fact that the basis of rating
for irrigation purposes in the Wellington
irrigation area has been changed from one-
third of the irrigable area of a property to
one-third of the whole property if that one-
third is irrigable?

(1) If so, why, and under what authority ¢

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied—

(i) Yes. The rating has been altered
periodically as follows :—First year—No rat-
ing. Second, third, fourth, and fifth years—
One-third of irrigable area with a maximum
of 33 aeres. BSixth year—One-third of irri-
gable area with a maximum of 40 necres.
Seventh year—One-third of irrigable area
with a maximum of 45 aeres. Eighth year
(1940-41)—One-third of irrigable area with
a maximum of 50 acres. 1941-42 onwards—
Rate of 1940-41 inereased by 10 acres or
10 per eent, of one-third of the holding,
whichever is the greater, with a maximum of
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one-third of the holding if the one-third is
irrigable.

(ii) To obtzin a revenue return somewhat
more appropriate to the benefits conferred
on Irrigationists and to ‘bring the district
inte conformity with Harvey Distriet No. 2
and proposed Harvey extension. In the
Waroona Distriet the rating is 1 in 3% acres
because of the limited quantity of water
availgble. The Rights in Water and Irri-
gation Act, 1914-1941, empowers the Minis-
ter to rate all irrigable land within an irriga-
tion district.

MOTION—FREMANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST.

To Disgllow Bagged-Wheat Charges
Regulation.

Debate resumed from the 21st September
on the following motion by Hon. C. F.
Baxter:—

That new Regulation No. 148 made under
the Fremantle Harbour Trust Aet, 1902, as
published in the ‘‘Government Gazette’’ on the
4th June, 1943, and laid on the Table of the
House on the 10th August, 1943, be and ia
hereby disailowed.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [4.37]: In
moving this motion for the disallowance of
a regulation eovering handling charges for
hagged-wheat at Fremantle the hon. mem-
ber spent very little time on the actual facts
of the case. He certainly ovtlined many of
the difficulties of the wheatgrowers and, on
the wrong argument that the wheatgrowers
should not have to meet any increased
charges, asked this House to disallow the
regulation. One would have thought the
hon. member would have inquired as to the
reasons for the increase in the charge made
by the Fremantle Harbour Trust for the
handling of bagged-wheat. I want mem-
bers to undersiand that these are handling
charges. They are not the ordinary charges
of the Fremantle Harbour Trust. They
represent money which has to be paid out
by the Trust for labour to handle the
bagged-wheat. Consequently there is a big
difference between charges of this kind and
harbour dues, tonnage rates and so on. The
handling of bagged-wheat has always been
subjeet to a special charge. The first rate
was fixed in 1912 at which period all the
wheat exported from Fremantle was
despatched in bags. Obviously there was no
bulkhandling system in operation then.



